Mike Garde BD, MA, H Dip. ED, CPE is a Theologian and Cult Expert who was born in South Africa, but has lived most of his life in Ireland. He received an MA in 2006 at the Milltown Institute in Dublin, Ireland on the Magnificat Meal Movement, a traditionalist Catholic Movement centred on devotion to the Eucharist and devotion to the Virgin Mary which has evolved into Cultist movement. He visited Helidon, near Brisbane Australia where the MMM is located in 2003. He is the Director of Dialogue Ireland an independent Charitable Trust which researches New Religious Movements (NRMs) and Cultist movements. He is an associate member of FECRIS, a European wide federation of those concerned about Cultism, and is involved in Thought Reform Consultancy, providing information to the public and the media on NRMs. The main focus of his educational work is in providing Secondary School students with an educational encounter with NRMs to prepare them for the transition to College. He also holds a Diploma in Theology from University College, London (1973), Diploma in Theology from the Baptist College, Belfast, (1973), BD from the Pontifical University, St. Patrick’s, College, Maynooth, Co Kildare, Ireland (1975), and H.Dip.ED from the National University of Ireland, (1976), Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Unit, Mater Hospital Dublin, 1992. He was part of the DCI, (Dialog Center International,) based in Aarhus, Denmark under the guidance of Dr. Johannes Aagaard, who up to his death in 2007 a foremost in the study of Cults and a pioneer in the field.

 (info@dialogueireland.org) Web site: www.dialogueireland.org  and http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com
He has attended a number of cases in the family court around Ireland dealing with such groups as Evangelical Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons a number of times. He has helped in a couple of cases in Australia and in Los Angeles related to the cult issue. He represented Dialogue Ireland as an observer at the Church of Scientology court case vs Mary Johnston from Dec 2002 to March 14 2003.
*He feels that many cases in the family court have the wrong person in court. Usually some form of undue influence has been exercised over the “changed” party. This leads to “loss of consortium,” or the main ingredients of a relationship. It leads to an “unconscionable bargain” or duress. Instead of the spouse being seen as the problem, we should be looking to the source of the conditioning, not its effect.

You will note that our evolution from being a faith based organisation was assisted from 2001 by the attempt of Quinn to bring pressure to bear on us by bypassing us and trying to damage us by bad mouthing us to Church leaders. You can find this on our report for 2011 on page 2.

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2012/05/07/dialogue-ireland-annual-report-2011/
Prior to 2001 Dialogue Ireland was an Ecumenical Trust operated under the Churches. Following extreme psychological pressure on the Church leaders by groups like “The Pilgrim House”, Scientology and Tony Quinn it was decided that it would be best to be independent of, but continue to work with, the Churches. It was also recognised that in order for Dialogue Ireland to accomplish its mission it had to be seen to be independent. In order to assist society Dialogue Ireland also had to be willing to recognise cultist attitudes and tendencies within the churches most of Dialogue Ireland’s personnel were members of. Dialogue Ireland’s mission has developed further and is no longer a faith based organization - but rather one concerned about cultism and the protection of human rights.

 http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/about/
It is clear by reading our report that Tony Quinn only occupies a small section of our attention. However, the notion we are part of a conspiracy concerning an oil company is totally fanciful as we have been concerned for nearly 30 years and have been assisting members of the public affected by him his methods.
http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2010/02/16/summary-of-media-coverage/
http://www.dialogueireland.org/dicontent/a2z/tonyquinn/index.html
However, following a DOS attack in January on our web site in January 2009 we were assisted by internet experts who wanted to protect freedom of expression. This resulted in our blog. We do have an article which clearly explains the evolution of the oil strategy but that does not imply any dilution of our basic mission.

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2009/01/18/the-tony-quinn-story-%E2%80%9Cfrom-butcher-to-oil-slick%E2%80%9D/
We also have the most extensive archive on Tony Quinn in the world currently holding 360 articles and posts.

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/category/tony-quinn/
In fact the notion that we are involved with a conspiracy is shown to be utter nonsense from the fact that Quinn himself was totally opposed to the oil strategy first advanced by his most loyal lieutenant at the time Sheila McCaffrey. 
http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2009/09/20/quinn%E2%80%99s-mind-games-given-credit-for-oil-strike-in-belize-enda-leahy/
To understand how a person can be influenced go back to the comments above in italics*
Lee Boyd Malvo (also known as John Lee Malvo) was on trial as an accessory to murder and it took a long time to persuade the court of undue influence. One of the leading cult experts in the USA was Dr Paul Martin, founder of the Wellspring Retreat Centre in Ohio. It was his testimony in relation to the Beltway sniper attacks, which took place in the Washington Metropolitan Area over a three-week period in October 2002,which led to a lesser sentence for Malvo.  http://wellspringretreat.org/index.php
 http://wellspringretreat.org/paul_martin/Pauls_obit.htm 
He served as an Expert Witness in 29 legal/court cases as a psychologist who testified to the role of "brainwashing" causing behavioral changes, including the Muhammed/Malvo DC sniper trial and the recent terrorist legal case of Zacharias Moussaoui. He also worked with several special intelligence projects.
Mike Garde as Ireland’s leading cult expert has interviewed over 50 persons connected to the Quinn Cult since the early 90’s. He believes that they have been subject to undue influence, loss of their ability to think critically and disorientation. Not only have they been emotionally damaged and had their whole life trajectory upset many have lost family members and have been financially ruined. Some have reported sexual assault and battery under the guise of spiritual initiation. In the cases where he has sought professional advice from Dr John Butler one of the most expert person’s in this field he has had his observations confirmed by clinical practice.
Most of the issues concerning the TQ OIL Conspiracy are addressed in a post sent to our Revenue Commissioners.
http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2011/06/11/dossier-sent-to-the-charities-section-of-the-revenue-commissioners-in-2009/
As part of this we have assisted the media, and we held a conference on his organisation to which he was invited.
http://www.dialogueireland.org/dicontent/resources/conferences/2001conference.html
He did all in his power to have this event cancelled. It in fact the public was made more aware about Quinn following this documentary.
http://www.dialogueireland.org/dicontent/resources/video/tv3tqpiece.html
1998 http://www.dialogueireland.org/dicontent/resources/newsletter/news2001.html
2001 http://www.dialogueireland.org/dicontent/resources/newsletter/news2001.html
Because we as a blog were the subject of a Data Protection request on two occasions last year by Quinn and Morrice unlike Newspapers who are excluded from the act, we are fully aware of the time needed to answer these requests, and the attempts to deflect us from our mission. We have a very clear policy in regard to defamation. If we receive a request from an affected party we amend as the act requires any inaccurate material. Not only do we remove it but offer the offended party the right to post an article without censorship. However, it is our experience that groups like Quinn, The House of Prayer have no interest in correcting the record. They just wish to have any material we have taken down. The use of legal letters is merely a means of censorship, and we generally publish these to make this point. We must state that we have never received a single request from Quinn to change or modify a post on our site.
