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phosis was to happen in the world of
Quinn and he was to transform himself
from a little known Irish spiritual guru
into an international sensation.

In 1993 he moved to the Bahamas
where he began running seminars in
the sun at the cost of £15,000 a session
claiming he was doing university
research.

In hurricane season he moved the
seminars to Monte Carlo, LA, Egypt
and Agadir in Morocco.

Back home his followers were offered
commissions of £2,000 for everyone
they signed up to the fortnightly ses-
sions with the guru and a controversial
pyramid scheme, which he claimed had
come ‘from the light’, got underway.

For those who signed up, the promise
was one of spiritual happiness and
business success and to unblock the
mind of negative thoughts.

Hundreds signed over their money to
spend time in his presence and learn
his Educo techniques. In 1995, he
began working with Steve Collins in
the run-up to his WBO world title clash
with Chris Eubank garnering huge
publicity on the way.

Quinn described himself as Collins
‘mental coach’ and boasted after his
victory that he had hypnotised him to
feel no pain.

By 1998 when Maire’s husband Pat
Lalor decided to dig deep and attend a
Quinn seminar in the Bahamas for spir-
itual enlightenment the couple raised
the money from their home.

His fee, like all others, was paid
to a company based in Jersey,
Human Potential Researches
Limited, which operates under
the trading umbrella company
Baringo.

Within months Maire attended
a seminar in the Bahamas herself
and on it saw Quinn for the first
time in years. “Things had
changed a lot,” she says. “Most of
the old group were gone and
some new people were now
involved.”

On the seminars he devoted
time to talks on ‘financial free-
dom’ and vigorously promoted it.
It was to be attained through the
sale of his seminars back home
and Maire decided it was the key
for her to re-gain her position as a
working devotee and re-pay the
cost of the two seminars.

“He sold it very well. He very
much spoke about his concept of
‘OPM’ or Other People’s Money.
He cited the fact that Henry Ford
never spent a penny of his own
money, nor did Onassis and that
this was the way to encourage
people to borrow money for semi-
nars,” she said.

On returning to Ireland she got
her agent’s pin number from
HPR and set herself up as an
agent.

Passionate
“Over the years there were changes

in the structure of commissions but as
always it came from the ‘light’. At the
start the commission was £2,000 then it
changed to a two layered scheme
where we got £2,000 from each person
we sent and £2,000 from each person
they sent.

“I believed with all of my heart the
best thing I could do for people was to
put them in front of Quinn so I was a
passionate promoter. I stood and talked
from the heart about Quinn and all he
could do for people and the world.

“I spoke about an occasion where I was
in a car crash outside Hicks Tower and
Quinn came to me and to the hospital. He
used his ‘techniques’ to ensure I didn’t
feel pain. I used this story constantly and
I am embarrassed now to say that I
embellished it.”

After the euro came in as the new
currency Quinn changed again from
the two layered scheme and currently
sales reps get one single payment of
€5,000 for each client they send on an
€18,500 seminar. In total, Maire herself
attended six seminars – two of which
were the more costly €63,500 upper
level seminars while Pat did three and
one upper level costing them a six fig-
ure sum. Members of her family also

did seminars encouraged by Maire.
“Around this time about 20 of us

were called to a meeting in Hick’s Tow-
er by Quinn. It was a strange meeting.
When one of those present went on his
knees asking Quinn to heal him, people
started falling off their chairs, throwing
themselves on the floor, some laughed
hysterically, others cried. It was sponta-
neous and dramatic, an incredible reac-
tion and that feeling of ‘energy’ was
very strong.

“One woman literally went flying
across the floor and ended face down
on the floor at his feet. Quinn told us
that the world was destined to be saved

by a group of people and that this
responsibility rested on the shoulders
of those present in the room.

Happy
“He was not happy about how things

were progressing and told us that if we
didn’t come up to the mark then he
would do it on his own. Some of the
people in the room who were really
upset by this. I left that room con-
vinced that he was who we thought he
was, Jesus Christ, and I felt that I had
to try harder but it wasn’t easy.”

While she says she continued to
believe Quinn’s message, she became

concerned when people returning from
the seminars constantly told her it was-
n’t what they were told it would be.

“The seminars no longer seemed to
reflect the spiritual aspect that had
drawn me in in the first place and
which was what I was trying to get oth-
ers to experience.

“It became clear by about 2007 that
people were deeply unhappy. In my
opinion the emphasis was now being
put on Quinn’s fame, power and finan-
cial status.

“I was at one point told by one of his
closest assistants that the main goal
now was to make him rich and famous
so he could become a beacon to inspire
others.

“I was becoming more disillusioned
with it. When I really questioned
myself I realised that I had had suspi-
cions and doubts for a long time but
over the years I had always pushed
them away.

“I had believed in him. I believed he
was the re-incarnation of Jesus Christ. I
believed it when he said he could
change the weather. I believed it when,
every time something tried to come
against him that ‘gremlins’ were trying
to stop him succeeding in his purpose.

“I believed he could heal people and

the world. I believed it when he said he
could see our past and future in our
‘auras’. I believed it when he told us
the things he ‘remembered’ about
Atlantis.

“Now as I really started to look at it
properly for the first time I realised
that this was nothing more than a mon-
ey making business and there was only

one person getting rich while
many others were getting in trou-
ble financially, including our-
selves.”

After 25 years within Quinn’s
inner circle, Maire found her new
realisations frightening and over-
whelming.

“I had this palpable fear that if
I was wrong I was going to hell. I
considered that maybe I was the
re-incarnation of Judas!

“When I opened up to my son
Javey, who had studied philoso-
phy for four years in Trinity, I was
shocked to find that he had never
bought into the Quinn ideal.

“I was stunned to realise that he
had waited most of his life to have
this conversation and that was
what opened my eyes to how
strong my devotion had been to
Tony Quinn – that I was so defen-
sive when it came to him that
nobody could have spoken to me.

“Without Javey I don’t know
what would have happened to me.
I also sought help from psycholo-
gists, counsellors and experts in
the field of cults.”

Guru
Six months later Maire and her

family met Tony Quinn at his
request. They said how they felt
and asked that the ‘guru’ return
the money they had given as he
had, they believed, ‘falsely’ repre-
sented himself to them.

“From that day an already
heart-breaking situation has turned
into an even more difficult one. All
kinds of things are being said to me
and about me and my family.

“I have received messages telling me
that the Gardai were coming to my door,
anonymous emails saying I made sexual
advances to Tony Quinn a few months
ago and claiming that I am in a conspira-
cy with others to blackmail him.

“I can see now how mesmerised I was
with my belief in Quinn. I understand
now that is how
the cult mind-
set works.

“I have
no other
means of
commu-
nicating
my story
to the peo-
ple I have
influenced. I
am taking this
opportunity to
tell my story
in the hope
that people
will connect
with what I
am saying.”

’I believed he was
the reincarnation of
Christ...but it was

just a money racket‘

FROM PAGE 5

FREE: Former follower Maire Lalor from Waterford, who has broken free from Tony Quinn’s hold after 25 years of devotion

MESMERISED: One of Quinn’s classes with followers lying in a trance-like state

MENTAL COACH: Irish boxer Steve
Collins with ‘guru’ Tony Quinn in 1995
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