
DIALOGUE IRELAND

CONFERENCE 2007

‘The Mind Benders’
BRAINWASHING, INFLUENCE

AND UNDUE INFLUENCE

Venue:
Marian College

Lansdowne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

Saturday, 17 November 2007
9:00 am-4:15 pm

CONFERENCE TIMES

9:00-9:20
Registration
9:20-9:30

Opening of Conference
9:30-11:00

Lectures
11:00-11:30
Coffee/Tea

11:30-12:30
Plenary Session

12:30-2:00
Lunch

2:00-4:15
Lecture, Testimony, Plenary and

Conclusions

Plenty of pubs and restaurants in
Ballsbridge – a short walk along the

Dodder River.

TRANSPORT OPTIONS

Dart – Lansdowne Road

Bus: 3, 4, 5, 7, 7a, 7e, 8, 18, 27X, 45

Aircoach has buses direct from 
Dublin Airport to Ballsbridge. 

To arrive arround 9:00 am be at the
airport stop at 7:45 am

Contact us
info@dialogueireland.org 
www.dialogueireland.org

01-8309384 or 087-2396229

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

9:00am-4.15 pm

9:00-9:20 Registration

9:20-9:30 Opening of Conference

9:30-10:15 Lecture (1) John Butler: The Uses
and Abuses of the Mind

10:15-11:00 Lecture (2) Steve Kent: The
brainwashing debate – Is it a valid
concept? How has it been used
recently: The history of, and debate
about, the concept?

11:00-11:30 Coffee/Tea 

11:30- 12:30 First Question and Answer session 

12:30-2:00 Lunch break 

2:00-2:45 Lecture (3) Steve Kent: Influence,
undue influence in regard to cultist
New Religious Movements, with
particular regard to Scientology.

2:45-3:30 My exit from the Sea Organisation
of Scientology – John Anthony
Duignan 

3:30-4:00 Second Question and answer
session 

4:00-4:15 Conclusions – Conference ends 

 



including a major BBC television series, ‘Mysteries’, with
Carol Vorderman in 1997. Some of his work has been
featured in ‘Time’ magazine and ‘Science’ magazine. He is
the clinical author of the popular book ‘Secrets of
Hypnotherapy’ (Pub. Dorling Kindersley). Some of his
media appearances include TV and radio interviews on
BBC’s ‘This Morning’ and BBC World Service. Other
television programmes he has contributed to and appeared
on include ‘The Mind Benders’, an Equinox TV
investigation into the field of mind enhancement and
subliminal techniques and ‘Fair Game’, a programme
presented by Greg Dyke investigating uses and abuses of
hypnosis in sport. It specifically examined the relationship
of Tony Quinn to the boxer Steve Collins.

John Anthony Duignan
John grew up in Carrigaline, Co Cork. As a young man he
was recruited into Scientology in Stuttgart, Germany. He
was further recruited into Scientology’s fanatical militant
inner core, the Sea Organisation where he spent twenty
years. He finally exited with some considerable difficulty
in June 2006 after evading their internal security police
force he made it back to home to Ireland. He has been
rebuilding his life ever since and as part of his recovery is
planning to study Philosophy and Sociology at UCC. 

Dr Stephen A. Kent
Dr Stephen A. Kent Professor of Sociology, University of
Alberta, teaches undergraduate and graduate courses on
the sociology of religion and the sociology of sectarian
groups. He has published articles in numerous sociology
and religious study journals. He researches new and
alternative religions, combining perspectives from
sociology with religious studies. He has published research
on Scientology, the Children of God/The Family,
fundamentalist Mormon polygamy, and other new and
alternative religions operating in Canada, the United
States, and around the world. He has been called as an
expert witness in many cult related cases. In 2003 he was a
witness in relation to the case brought by Mary Johnston
against members of the Scientology Organisation in the
High Court. He will be participating in The Literary &
Historical Society debate on Scientology on 14 November
at UCD

‘THE MIND BENDERS’
BRAINWASHING, INFLUENCE

AND UNDUE INFLUENCE

All of us are being influenced, either consciously or
unconsciously and we often popularly say about
someone whose behaviour we do not understand that
they have been ‘brainwashed.’ However, in law it is a
concept that is not really recognised. Certainly we find
it hard to understand the 9/11, 7/7, 21/7 homicide
bombers and the doctor bombers who tried bomb
nightclubs in London and Glasgow Airport last June.
Our speakers will try to grapple with the issues of
influence and when this becomes undue influence.
John Butler has 30 years of clinical experience working
in the field, Steve Kent is not an academic in an ivory
tower, but has looked at the darker aspects of human
behaviour found in such groups as the Children of
God/ The Family and Scientology. John Duignan
escaped the prison of undue influence and will chart his
journey to freedom.

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
Dr John Butler 
Dr Butler who was born in Dublin has taught in higher
education for over 15 years lecturing in medical
psychology, medical neuroscience and other subjects in
medical schools and other university departments. He
trained in many psychological therapies and been a clinical
practitioner of psychological therapies for nearly 30 years
and a clinical trainer for nearly 20 years. He has also
studied the subject of mental influence and persuasion
techniques and investigated the uses and abuses of mental
programming in groups and individuals, the phenomena
of cultist groups and the effects of group dynamics on
individual functioning. He has carried out field work to
investigate cultist groups from an insider perspective and
worked with survivors of abusive groups and their families.
His clinical work was first filmed over 11 years ago and
since then has been reported many times in the media,

PRE-REGISTRATION
BOOKING FORM

‘THE MIND BENDERS’
BRAINWASHING, INFLUENCE

AND UNDUE INFLUENCE

Cost: €20 INCLUDING TEA OR COFFEE 

(The above costs apply to this 
PRE-REGISTRATION booking form ONLY

and must be returned before 
FRIDAY, 9 NOVEMBER 2007.

Price AFTER that and at registration will be 
€30 or €10 concessions.) 

Those requiring a receipt please send a SAE. 

On line information for registration can be found
at,

www.dialogueireland.org
01-8309384 or 087-2396229

Electronic payments can be m ade out to
Dialogue Ireland’s Account: 20918199 

AIB Bank, 37 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin 1
Sort Code: 93-10-55

Please email confirmation of transaction details
info@dialogueireland.org

I enclose € ............................................................

Name ....................................................................

Address ..................................................................

..............................................................................

..............................................................................

..............................................................................

Telephone..............................................................

Please return to: Dialogue Ireland
69 Whitworth Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 9


