
United go top but
Wenger insists
that Arsenal can
do the double
after a fourth
successive win
put them level
with Chelsea
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TODAY’S
WEATHER
TODAY’S

WEATHER
Cold and clear

start to the day.
Staying bright

with a few
clouds and a

moderate south-
easterly wind.

MAX TEMP 8C
MIN TEMP-6C

Weather
in detail

Page 89

If your Irish Mail on Sunday is
missing any section it is not
the fault of your newsagent.
Please call the Helpline on

01 637 5917
between 8am and 8pm 

or email us at 
helpline@mailonsunday.ie

and we will send it to you
without delay (Ireland only)

GOT A
STORY?

Please call our Newsdesk on
01 637 5800

For Promotions inquiries call

01 637 5800

01 637 5917
HELPLINE:

INSIDE YOUR

Sheila Flynn
meets the
Irish men and
women who
are working
day and night
to help put
Haiti back
together
again after
earthquake’s
devastation:
Page 69

Pierce
Brosnan
says he’s still
bitter about
losing Bond
but he’s not
about to
retire yet,
plus Rachel
Allen on
making pizza
that’s tasty
and healthy

Review

EU pensioners to
get free rail travel
from Paddy’s Day
Visitors over the age of 66 will qualify for vouchers

cited, along with the tax exemp-
tion scheme for artists, as one of
Mr Haughey’s most admired ini-
tiatives. 

The EU-wide scheme will be
run by Fáilte Ireland and Iarnród
Éireann, overseen by the Depart-
ments of Tourism and Transport.

It is likely to cost the State mil-
lions but the tourism benefits to
the country are thought to far
outweigh any losses.

A spokesman for Iarnród Éire-
ann said: ‘Visitors over the age of
66 will be able to apply to Fáilte
Ireland for the vouchers, which

will give them free travel on
trains throughout the country.

‘We expect the details of the
scheme to be finalised by St
Patrick’s Day. 

‘The plans will have many
benefits for the tourism industry
here. It is an added incentive to
visit the country. And, of course,
many people over the age of 66
are accompanied by people who
aren’t in their 60s.’

It is hoped that the scheme will
attract the British market which
is particularly important for
Irish tourism. Two in five visi-

tors here come from the UK.
This market has been badly hit
by the recent strength of the
euro against sterling.

There are about nine million
people who qualify currently liv-
ing in Britain, who industry
bosses believe have the time and
money to travel. Visitors to Ire-
land fell by almost 14pc last year
with the British market particu-
larly badly hit.

Ministers involved in the free

travel scheme include Transport
Minister Noel Dempsey, Social
and Family Affairs Minister
Mary Hanafin, and Tourism Min-
ister Martin Cullen. But it is
unlikely any of the three will be
free to launch the initiative. 

On St Patrick’s Day Mr Demp-
sey will be Georgia in the US,
while Miss Hanafin is celebrat-
ing in Philadelphia. 

Mr Cullen is said to be at home
nursing a chronic back problem.

john.lee@mailonsunday.ie

‘It’s an added
incentive to visit’

FREE rail travel is to be made
available for all EU pensioners
from St Patrick’s Day in an
effort to boost tourism, the Irish
Mail on Sunday can reveal.

It will involve travel vouchers
being given to visitors over the
age of 66 from any EU country, a
total of 80 million people.

The scheme will be unveiled on
March 17 when Patrick’s Day
celebrations take place around
the world.

It is unlikely that any senior
Government figure will be on
hand to launch the initiative as
the Cabinet are travelling en
masse to far flung destinations
for St Patrick’s.

It is the first such scheme in
the world for tourists and is
expected to be copied by other
EU countries.

It will not be affected by Gov-
ernment plans unveiled during
the week to raise the official
retirement age to 68. 

Free travel on all public trans-
port in the State for pensioners
was introduced by Charlie
Haughey in the Sixties. It is

By John Lee
POLITICAL EDITOR

after a recent forensic audit by Ernst &
Young found a number of significant
areas of concern.

They echo similar concerns that Irish
Aid also uncovered in its review and audit
of the ICROSS operation in Kenya.

Headed by Michael Meegan – a
charismatic Irishman who has lived and
worked in Africa for more than three
decades – ICROSS runs a number of
humanitarian and HIV projects in various
parts of Kenya.

Following the Ernst & Young audit, the
Irish board moved immediately to ensure
its bank account was secure by removing
the existing bank signatories and
replacing them with a senior Kenyan
consultant to the World Bank, and other
independent officials. However, a legal

Auditors ‘found financial concerns’
amongst accounts of Irish charity

representative for ICROSS Kenya said the
charity continued to operate and receive
funds from elsewhere and was of the view
that it was entitled to the money in the
Irish account.

‘It’s not correct to say the charity is
being wound down. It would be more
accurate to say certain directors have
resigned from the charity and the Irish
branch of the charity is currently running
with one director, which is illegal,’ he said.

The representative said ICROSS Kenya
had written to the Revenue to ask that the
charity registration for ICROSS Ireland be
revoked. ICROSS Kenya is also applying to
the High Court to view the register of
members of ICROSS Ireland in order to
call an emergency general meeting.

Financial affairs at ICROSS in Kenya
have already been the focus of
controversy for several years now as

other governments and charitable
organisations moved to withdraw funding.

In recent years, the Elton John
Foundation and US Aid have distanced
themselves completely from the charity
citing, concerns about accountability.

Relevant Kenyan authorities, including
the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry
of Health, have been briefed by the Irish
and Kenyan arms of the charity. 

The one remaining director of the Irish
board has contacted the Commissioners of
Charitable Donations and Bequests to
agree a process to handle remaining
donations held on account in Ireland.

It is understood that over €200,000,
donated largely by the Irish public,
remains in the Irish account. But last
night, ICROSS Kenya said it was its
understanding that at least €500,000
should remain in the Irish account.
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VIP OAP: Now EU pensioner visitors will be able to travel for free
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