
REHAB GROUP’S
(LACK OF)
TRANSPARENCY

DISABILITY CHARITY Rehab
Group has recently filed
accounts for 2009, and while
there is plenty of information
in the 83 pages filed with the
Companies Registration
Office, there is no mention of
what the charity boss Angela
Kerins earns. This is unlike

the accounts of certain other
charities such as Trocaire and
Concern that do disclose their
heads’ salaries.

In contrast to the lack of

transparency of the Rehab
accounts, the Trocaire 2009
accounts, for instance, show
that Justin Kilcullen was paid
between €150,000 – €160,000

(although he took a voluntary
pay cut in March 2009).
Concern’s accounts show that
the salary of boss Tom Arnold
is linked to the assistant-
secretary grade in the civil
service, meaning that his
salary range is between
€135,000 – €145,000,
although he took a 10%
voluntary pay cut in January
2009. 

When Kerins received a
doctorate from UCD for her
charity work in 2003, at her
conferring ceremony an
anecdote was recalled about a
photograph of a young Angela
MacCarthy on the front page
of the Daily Telegraph,
attending a student nurses
protest with a badge saying,
“Pay, Not Peanuts.” She
certainly has moved up in the
world since then, although
exactly how much – pay wise –
is unclear. Her employer
refused to disclose details of
her salary, recently telling
Goldhawk, “Rehab Group
does not discuss the terms and
conditions of any of its staff.”
Other charity bosses in the
disability sector earn salaries
ranging from €90,000 to
€176,000, and it is likely that
Kerins is among the high-
earning disability charity
bosses, seeing as Rehab –
which received more than
€54m from the HSE this year,
around 27% of its income – is
one of the biggest charities in
the country. 

Kerins, a long-time Fianna
Fáil supporter, is a very well-
known figure in the disability
sector (see The Phoenix
17/9/08). She is chairperson
of the National Disability
Authority, a state agency that
gives the government advice
on disability issues, is also the
chairperson of the Equality
Authority, and also finds the
time to sit on a various state
boards, including the
Broadcasting Commission of
Ireland and something called
the Health Information
Quality Agency, which
monitors the use of resources

“How’s the Stress Test going? Tough enough but
I think I’ll go for the Chateau Margeaux ‘62.”
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in the health services. She is
also the co-chairperson of the
National Disability Strategy
Stakeholders Monitoring
Group, which oversees the
implementation of the
government’s National
Disability Strategy, and is
chairperson of the Disability
Stakeholders Group, an
offshoot of the above that
brings together the disability
groups. On top of all of this,
she also sits on the board of
Postbank Ireland Ltd.
However, Kerins is not a
director at Rehab Group and
so the charity does not have to
disclose her remuneration in
its annual accounts.

Rehab refused to say if
Kerins or other senior
managers had taken a pay cut
in the past year, although a
charity spokesman did say that
there had been a pay freeze in
2009, and “significant
reductions” in salaries in 2010.

MORE LEGAL
TROUBLE
FOR DARRAGH
MACANTHONY
STILL NO end in sight of
litigation for Goldhawk’s old
pal Darragh MacAnthony, of
MacAnthony Realty
International (MRI). The latest
is that the multimillionaire real
estate agent’s US company,

MacAnthony Realty
International Inc (MRII), has
been slapped with two separate
lawsuits in Florida. One is from
the liquidator of a Florida
property development
company called Platinum
Properties which used MRII as
estate agents and the other
from a former British MRII
client, Robert Tweddle. He is
seeking the return of a deposit
of $100,000 for a Florida
apartment that was sold to him
through MRII but was never
built.

This brings to three the
number of separate lawsuits

MacAnthony’s US company is
currently involved in. As fans of
Goldhawk will recall (see The
Phoenix 4/6/10) earlier this
year two former MRII clients,
British couple Ian and Susan
Morris, initiated proceedings
against the company seeking a
return of a deposit of $100,000
for a Florida condominium
that was never built. 

David Weiker was behind
Platinum Properties, which
filed for bankruptcy in 2008
with depositors left out of
pocket by some $24m. Weiker
is due to go on trial next year
on multiple fraud charges.
Earlier this year Platinum
liquidator Robert Lynch filed
a suit against MRII, alleging
that the company had
collected more than $200,000
in deposits from Platinum
investors when, according to
court records, it “knew or
should have known of
Platinum Properties’ failure to
complete construction of its
properties.” 

Back in Ireland the news is
scarcely better for
MacAnthony. One of his Irish
companies, MacAnthony
Realty International Ireland
Ltd, recently filed the 2008
accounts, which show
accumulated losses of almost
€3m (see The Phoenix
16/7/10). The accounts state
that the company will be
wound up at some point in the
future, meaning that it will
join a number of other MRI-
related companies that have
recently gone into liquidation.
However, the good news is that
while various MRI companies
go under, one company,
Dynamic Corporate Clients
International Property Ltd
(DCCIP), which was
incorporated in Ireland in late
2008 and is based in Malaga, is
still trading. The directors
here are MacAnthony’s best
pal, Michael Liggin, and
MacAnthony’s sister, Wendy
Mottley. Liggin has dismissed
claims that DCC is merely a
MRI front. 

IN COURT
WITH VIV
O’CALLAGHAN
SPARE A THOUGHT for
Goldhawk’s old pal, former
Fianna Fáil senator Viv
O’Callaghan, who is currently
involved in an €8m legal
action taken by Zurich Bank.
The case relates to the alleged
failure of a partnership
O’Callaghan is in, Seafield
Holdings Partnership, to repay
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loans used to buy a Cork hotel
and two other properties in
Bantry. 

O’Callaghan – who is also a
former chairman of Cork
County
Council –
previously hit
the headlines
back in 2004
when he
popped up on
the tax
defaulters’ list
with a
settlement of
€118,000 for
undeclaration
of income tax,
VAT and
Capital Gains
Tax (see The
Phoenix
26/3/04). He
has substantial business
interests in Bantry, and
together with his son, Vivian
Junior, a former FF Mayor of
Bantry, runs the Bantry Bay
Hotel. In the current dispute
with Zurich Bank, which was
initiated in May, the five other
members of the Seafield
Holdings Partnership –
Richard Coffey, Donal Hunt,
Brian O’Hagan and Rory
O’Callaghan – are also named
as defendants in the

proceedings. Rory is Viv’s
eldest son and is currently a
Bantry town councillor for FF.

Richard Coffey and Donal
Hunt are both local

developers in
Cork and last
year their plans
for a €15m
shopping
centre at
Bantry were
turned down
by Cork County
Councillors. 

Elsewhere,
the latest
accounts for a
property
development
company
owned by
Vivian Senior,
Cornelius

Developments Ltd, show that
the company lost almost
€100,000 in 2008, reducing
accumulated profits to
€78,000.

KEVIN SANFORD’S
BEGGING LETTER

GOLDHAWK was amused to
come across a recent
newsletter emailed from Kevin
Sanford, a US evangelical

pastor who
together with his
wife, Heather
Sanford, is
behind a Galway-
based church
called Abundant
Life Christian
Centre. The
newsletter noted
that, “In Ireland,
this generation is
filled with
godless
hedonism and
nearly every
single young
person has no knowledge of
God!” It also urged its
supporters to donate to
Abundant Life to help spread

the good word of
the Lord. “We
have never
drawn a salary
from the church
here. That
means that any
income we
receive comes
from supporters
of our ministry
elsewhere,” the
Sanfords said,
adding that
Ireland is one of
the most
expensive

countries in the world. 
However, someone

obviously is claiming a salary
at the church, because the
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most recently filed accounts
show that the church paid out
€120,000 in wages and salaries
in 2008, had “travel and
subsistence expenses” of
€20,000, as well as “Ministry
and Speaker expenses” of
more than €40,000.
Presumably, the Sanfords can’t
be doing too badly, as they are
also currently seeking to rent
out their villa in Alicante,
Spain, on a website called
Holiday Home Ads, which will
be available until August. 

BAD NEWS FOR THE
BANDON BOYS

MORE TO REPORT on the
adventures of Bandon

property developers Conor
Slattery and Paul Collins. It
will be recalled (see The
Phoenix 9/4/10) that the two
boys were behind a number of
major
developments
around the
Bandon area and
that their
property
development
company,
Coolfadda
Developments
Ltd, went into
provisional
liquidation in
June 2009, with
bank debts of
more than €30m. Now
another property company the

two were behind, Letacla
Holdings (LH) Ltd, has been
struck off for failing to file
accounts. The most recently
filed accounts for LH showed

accumulated
losses of
€360,000 at the
end of 2006. At
that time
Clonakilty
businessman
Anton Hunt was
also a director. 

Earlier this
year (see The
Phoenix 9/4/10)
ACC Bank
registered a
judgment of

almost €2m against Collins,
Slattery and another Bandon

businessman named Con
Nyhan, who is mainly involved
in the car trade but who is also
heavily involved in the
property game. However, there
could be more judgments on
the way for the three boys, as
court records show that ACC
Bank issued another set of
proceedings against Collins,
Slattery and Nyhan earlier this
month.

BRIAN POLLY VS
CONOR HAUGHEY

NORTHERN IRELAND
property developer Brian Polly
is currently involved in a legal
dispute with southern
developer Conor Haughey
who alleges that Polly backed
out of a deal to purchase a
luxury house he built
overlooking Carlingford
Lough, Co. Leitrim. Haughey’s
company, Tain Investments
Ltd, was behind the
development and the latest
accounts here show that the

company had accumulated
losses of €120,000 at the end
of September 2008, having
dropped €8,000 that year.

Meanwhile, Polly – who
owns a number of racehorses,
and had a runner in the
Grand National earlier this
year – has had a tough year
even before the current High
Court case, which was initiated
earlier this month. His
construction company Polly
Bros. Ltd went into
administration in December
2009. The latest filed accounts
here are for 2007, and were
qualified with the auditors
raising queries about the
valuation of stock and work-in-
progress of the company and
“the uncertainties over the
renewal of bank facilities
which are required to enable
the company to continue as a
going concern.” These
accounts also showed
accumulated profits at just
£16,000.
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Phoenix in association with Turkish Airlines and Manchester Utd are
giving readers the chance to see Manchester Utd play the first

football game at the new Aviva Stadium on Wednesday 4 August.

3 lucky winners will each receive two tickets to the match and
afterwards meet some of the Man Utd football stars at their hotel.
Wow! Just complete the Competition above. Funniest captions win!

Entries must be in no later than Noon on
Tuesday 3 August. Prize winners published in
13 August issue. Entries must include your full
name, address and phone number. Good luck!

EMAIL ANSWER TO: comp@thephoenix.ie

OR POSTCARD TO: Caption Comp,
The Phoenix, 44 Lr Baggot St, Dublin 2

WHO is saying what to WHOM?
CAPTION COMPETITION

W
IN

TICKETS TO

SEE M
AN UTD

AT AVIVA!
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