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A 54-year-oldman is being
questioned by police in
connectionwith dissident
Republican activity after he
was arrested in the Newry
area of Northern Ireland on
Friday. Firearms were also
recovered. The PSNI said
therewere nomore details
at this stage.

Taxi driver murder charge

Woman of 27 dies in road crash

Arms found
Police arrested Irishman
JohnWhelehan, 55, who
is accused of running a
drug smuggling ring from
his prison cell in Spain,
after a catamaranwas
stopped near the Strait of
Gibraltarwith a cargo of
cannabis headed for
Britain.

Drug arrest

A 37-year-oldmanwas yesterday charged with themurder
of Michael Healy, a Cork taxi drive. Lloyd Buckley, with an
address at Rocksprings Terrace in St Luke’s on Cork’s
northside, appeared before a special sitting of the District
Court where he was charged with themurder of the
62-year-old between 18 and 23 September last. Buckley was
remanded in custody to appear again before the District
Court next Thursday.

A 27-year-oldwomanwas killed in an earlymorning
road accident in Co Tyrone yesterday. The crash
occurred on theMullaghmore Road in Dungannon
shortly after 5am. Three other people in the vehicle
were taken to hospital for treatment but their injuries
are thought to be not life-threatening. TheMullaghmore
Roadwas closed to traffic for a short time but reopened
in the afternoon.

FINE GAEL is to raise the
intervention of Dick Roche,
the European affairsminister,
in a Health Service Executive
(HSE) taxi tender in the Dail
this week.
The Sunday Times revealed

last week howRoche used
official stationery from the
taoiseach’s office to complain
about a HSE decision not to
award a taxi contract to a firm
with Fianna Fail connections
and based in hisWicklow
constituency.
Roche, a Fianna Fail TD,

asked the HSE to delay
awarding the taxi contracts
until his complaints were
addressed. Theminister’s
letter referred to Pat Sweeney
Taxis, a company run by a
former Fianna Fail town
councillor. The firm had been
providing a transport service
for the HSE but was told it had
not been selected in a tender
competition last January.
Rochewrote in February to

the HSE’s board arguing that
the awarding of the contract
to a Dublin firm “cannot
work”. Theminister said any
savings would only be
achieved at the cost of patient
safety and service.
In a further letter, also on

official Department of An
Taoiseach notepaper, Roche
said he was “mystified” by the
scores awarded to Pat
Sweeney and his wife, Irene,
in the tender competition.
James Reilly, Fine Gael’s

deputy leader and spokesman
on health, said that Roche’s
actions clearly constituted
interference in the process.

“I have been a strident
critic of the HSE in recent
years, but I can’t believe that
when they get their act
together and start saving
money by entering into a new
tendering process, we then
have this negativity and
interference foisted upon
them by aminister using the
taoiseach’s headed
notepaper,” he said.
“MinisterMary Harney

needs tomake a statement on
this next week and if she fails
to do that I will be asking a
parliamentary question.”
Roche defended his actions

in radio interviews last week,
saying his representations
weremade on behalf of a
number of taxi firms.While
Roche doesmention that
threeWicklow firms lost out
on the tender, the Sweeneys
were the only firmmentioned
by name in documents
released to this newspaper
under the Freedom of
Information act.

Roche’s first letter to
Brendan Drumm, the HSE’s
then chief executive,
mentions the Sweeneys and
their company 35 times in five
pages.
Roche has rejected

suggestions that Sweeney’s
Fianna Fail links influenced
him to intervene with the
tender process. Theminister
said he was concerned that
the HSE’s tender focused on
“bureaucratic concerns”.
“The first item on the

scoring schemewas the
ability to introduce an IT
system for providing
invoices,” he said last week.
“It is patient safety that
should be themain concern of
the HSE, and that it why I am
concerned that a company
like the Sweeneys, who have
never received a complaint in
all their years working for the
HSE, have not been treated
fairly under this tender.”

AtHead of Taxi Queue,
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NEWS IN BRIEF

THE National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS) is trying to find out
who is releasing an invasive species
of Chinese deer into Irish forests.
The investigation is focusing on a
group of hunters in the Wicklow
and Dublin area.
The NPWS believes the hunters

bought a small herd of Muntjac deer
from a wildlife park in Britain and
smuggled them to Ireland. The ani-
mals can destroy native woodland

habitats and species, threatening
biodiversity in countries where they
are introduced.
Peoplewhohave seen the deer say

they were not shy, suggesting they
were bred in captivity. Muntjac deer
have been found in Wicklow and
Downand there have been sightings
in Wexford and Clare. The species
has also been recorded in Fer-
managh.
A young male was knocked down

by a car in Down in June 2009,
prompting wildlife authorities in

Northern Ireland to organise an
extermination programme, which
has been largely ineffective.
The Irish wildlife service believes

the hunting group began releasing
the deer at various places in 2008.
Wesley Atkinson, anNPWS regional
manager based in Co Wicklow, said
the introduction of the deer, which
are about the size of a dog and bark,
appears to be more co-ordinated
than previously thought.
“We don’t know how many

Muntjac have been released. We are

constantly receiving eyewitness
reports. Some have been verified,”
he said. “At least seven deer stalkers
have reported shootingMuntjac last
year on licences returned in
Wicklow,Waterford andMayo.
“These deer are small, easy to con-

ceal, and could even be kept in a pen
in someone’s back garden. It would
appear that many of the animals
released into the wild were smug-
gled in from Britain by ferry or via
Northern Ireland.”
The NPWS has already decided

that the alien speciesmust be wiped
out.
John Gormley, the environment

minister, is preparing legislation to
control their importation and sale as
part ofmeasures to stop the introduc-
tion of invasive species.
Colette O’Flynn, an invasive spe-

ciesdatabasemanagerwithBiodiver-
sity Ireland, said: “We have at least
one report from Clare. If the species
had been released in Wicklow, they
couldn’t have made their way there
as the Shannon is a natural barrier.” Muntjac deer can destroy native woodland habitats and species

Mark Tighe
CHILDRENwho agree to
participate in a new scheme
devised by the Department of
Justice to check if off-licences
are selling alcohol to
underage drinkers will be
required to testify in court,
writes JohnMooney.
Senior gardai have

expressed serious concerns
about the plan, announced
last week by Dermot Ahern,
the justiceminister, almost
two years after the
government introduced
legislation allowing
detectives to useminors to
make test purchases of
alcohol.
Sources at garda

headquarters say the
department was informed in
writing about concerns, but
the force was told to support
the test-purchasing scheme.
Officers anticipate that any

prosecutions arising from the
test purchases will be legally
challenged by off-licences,
and that childrenwill be
required to give evidence by
video in prosecution cases.
One senior officer said:

“This schemewas not
properly devised and could
turn out to be unworkable. It
wasn’t thought through
insofar as one wonders if
there are any parents out
therewilling to allow their
children to be used as agents
by the police.
“What parent would allow

their child to do that if the
consequences of participation
were explained to them?”
The officer saidmost gardai

would be reluctant to
prosecute if they believed a
child would be a key witness.

Fine Gael is opposed to the
scheme, devised without
consulting Emily Logan, the
Ombudsman for Children.
Alan Shatter, the party’s

spokesman on justice issues,
described the justice
minister’s decision not to
consult Logan as
contemptuous. He claimed
participation in the scheme
could pose serious difficulties
for the children involved.
Pat Rabbitte, the Labour

party justice spokesman, said
hewas also concerned about
the use of children by gardai
to enforce the law. He said the
Labour party is seeking the
introduction of a traceability
scheme for all alcohol sales,
whichwould enable gardai to
press charges against retail
outlets found to have served
alcohol products to children.
The guidelines for the

alcohol test-purchasing
schemewere drawn up by a
working group comprising
representatives of the gardai,

theMinister for Children, the
Office of Tobacco Control, and
the health and justice
departments.
These set outmeasures

gardai are obliged to follow
when using teenagers to
establish if bars or off-licences
are selling alcohol tominors.
Teenagers should not look
older than their age or wear
make-up tomake them look
older. Test purchasesmust be
abandoned if a security issue
arises.
Prior to its announcement,

gardai visited Liverpool to
observe test-purchasing
operations and the training
given to young people
involved in sting operations.
Teenagers who are

permitted by their parents to
work undercover will not be
paid for their time, butmay
receive expenses to cover
their costs.

Teenage drink plan that
sounds daft enough to work,

Brenda Power, page 14

Roche HSE taxi letter
to be raised in Dail

About 500 demonstrators,
including independent TD
Noel Grealish, took part in a
protest march in Galway to
oppose cuts to health serv-
ices. Organisers said the
state should not bail out
bankswhenthehealthserv-
ices were under pressure.

SCOTT RUDIN, the Oscar-
winning producer of No
Country forOldMenandThere
Will Be Blood, is to stage Colm
Tóibín’s play Ephesus on
Broadway next year.
The one-woman play,

adapted by the Irish novelist
fromhis short story The Virgin
at Ephesus, is set in the town
in Turkey where the Virgin
Mary supposedly lived out her
final years andwhere she died.
“She looks back on the life of

Jesus, which she thinks was

wasted,” Rudin said. “She does
not believe he is the son of God
and has been sequestered in
Ephesus by the early Christians
to keep her out of theway.”
Rudin has produced several

award-winning plays on
Broadway including Brian
Friel’s The Faith Healer and
John Patrick Shanley’s Doubt.
He told The Sunday Times he
became a huge fan of the work
of Tóibín after reading The
Master, a novel based on the
life of writer Henry James.
“I wrote [to] him and said I

would love to meet,” Rudin
said. “He came in for ameeting

to my office. He showed me
Ephesus and I was hooked.”
The play will be staged at

next year’s Dublin Theatre Fes-
tival, directed by Garry Hynes
withMarieMullen as theVirgin
Mary. Rudin says he has signed
a Broadway star for the New
York transfer. While Rudin
refused to comment, there are
expectations that Meryl Streep
could play the role.
“I’m very excited about the

actress who will play Mary on
Broadway,” he said. “I’m not
saying that it’s not Meryl
Streep and I’m not saying that
it is,” he added, grinning.

Mary is said to have been
brought to Ephesus by St John,
who is said to have written his
gospel there. St Paul is also
thought to have lived there.
An alleged home, the

“House of Mary”, was discov-
ered in 1881 and has been a
place of pilgrimage. It was vis-
ited by Pope Paul VI, John Paul
II and by Pope Benedict XVI.
Rudin has moved success-

fully between Broadway and
Hollywood, having produced
Clueless, The Queen and Julie
& Julia. On stage, his produc-
tions have included Conor
McPherson’s Shining City.

Hollywood gets behind Tóibín play

STUDENTS at a psychotherapy
institute have staged a
“walk-out” following accusa-
tions of unethical and “cult-
like” behaviour. More than half
of the 60 students at the Tabor
Institute, which has centres in
Dublin and Mullingar, did not
return to complete their studies
following the summer break.
Some claim they were intimi-
dated by Jeanette Rigney, the
institute’s founder and
director.
Some students, who pay

¤4,500 a year in fees, are
unhappy that they are
expected to pay additional
charges for “skills training”,
with a number paying up to
¤30,000 over the four years of
the diploma course. A number
of former Tabor staff have also
expressed concerns on an
internet forum about the
centre’s operations.
Rigney, who runs a series of

courses in “transpersonal psy-
chotherapy”, would not com-
ment on the accusations this
weekend. A number of former
students have defended her on
the internet forum.
Four therapists at the insti-

tute have been dismissed or
have resigned over the last four
years after clashing with her.
Last week The Sunday Times

discussed the operations of
Tabor at length with Rigney,
but she insisted that none of
her comments be published.
She is believed to be seeking
legal advice in relation to the

publication of claims on the
forum, which is hosted by
Dialogue Ireland, an organisa-
tion that monitors “new reli-
gious movements and cultism”
in Ireland.
Mike Garde, the publisher of

the website, said he set up the
forum after being approached
by former staff and students
whowere “afraid” to go public.
A former therapist at the

institute said students told her
they felt like “captives”, unable
to leave Tabor because they had
borrowed large sums to com-
plete the course.
Critics of Tabor say its core

course, a diploma in Human-
istic, Integrative and Transper-
sonal Psychotherapy, is not
accreditedwithanyof the repre-
sentative bodies in Ireland and
blurs the lines betweenpsycho-
therapy, religion and spiritu-
alism. Students explore sha-
manism and other new-age
therapies as well as traditional
psychotherapy. They partici-
pate in rituals such as ceremo-
nial feet-washing, walking on
coals andhugging. In images of
a “cairn ceremony” on Tabor’s
website, students are wearing
tribal dress.
Tabor, which was estab-

lished seven years ago, admits
on its website that its course is
yet to be accredited but says it is
consistent with the guidelines
laid downby the representative
bodies for psychotherapists in
Ireland and meets European
standards. Rigney is accredited

as a therapist with the Irish
Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy (IACP).
One former student said she

had spent more than ¤30,000
during her four years at Tabor,
when she was “obliged” to pay
extra for skills trainingand resi-
dential weekend courses.
Some students report they

were encouraged to repair and
maintain the institute’s facili-
ties, even painting the centre’s
building in Mullingar on one
occasion. Others were asked to
help fix a leak when pipes
burst,while another built a cer-
emonial cairn at the Mullingar
base, located in Ballinafid.
It is alleged that students,

who must personally undergo
40 hours of personal therapy
each year while training, are
encouraged to use therapists at
Tabor for their own counsel-
ling. Many are also believed to
have been unhappy at being
asked to pay ¤200 for tickets to
their graduation, up from ¤50
the previous year. There have
also been accusations that the
failure rate at the Tabor insti-
tute ishigher thanonother sim-
ilar courses. Those who fail
must pay to repeat the course,
although Tabor does not charge
the full cost of tuition.
The IACP and Irish Associa-

tionofHumanistic and Integra-
tive Psychotherapy (IAHIP),
which oversee therapists, said
they had yet to receive com-
plaints from former staff or stu-
dents of Tabor who were
willing to put their names to
their accusations. Neither pro-
fessional body will investigate
anonymous grievances.
Psychotherapy is unregu-

lated, with no legal obstacles to
anyone wishing to set them-
selves up as a practitioner.
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‘‘I’M NOT SAYINGIT’S NOT
MERYL STREEP
AND I’M NOT
SAYING IT IS

Students quit
the ‘cult-like’
Tabor centre
More than half the students at
a psychotherapy institute have
walked out, writes Colin Coyle

Scheme to stop off-licence sales to minors attacked


