
THE remake of a “rape and
revenge” horror film banned in
Ireland 33 years ago, and again
last September, has been
cleared for release nextmonth.
I Spit on Your Grave is the

story of a woman whomurders
five men after being sexually
assaulted by them.
The original film was

banned in Ireland in 1978, as
was the DVD re-release last
year for graphic depictions of
sexual violence and cruelty.
Film critics and producers

behind the remake have said it
is just as offensive as the
original. However, the Irish
Film Classification Office
(IFCO) has decided to pass it
with an 18 certificate.
Michael Ordoña, a reviewer

for the Los Angeles Times, said
I Spit on Your Grave 2010
appeared to have been remade
in order to increase the
violence. “Certainly, the rape
and killings are more intricate,
graphic, excruciating and
nauseating,” he wrote.
The Toronto Star said the

remake was “just as likely to
upset and infuriate” and New

York Magazine’s critic said:
“Each killing is as protracted,
humiliating, ingenious, gory,
and downright poetic as any
I’ve seen.”
ThomLeamanofAnchor Bay

Films, the movie’s distributor,
agreed the remake was as
graphic as the original and said
he did not know why the IFCO
had banned the 1978 version
but passed this one.
“I certainly don’t think its

tamer than the original. We
assume its down to the IFCO
not wanting to go back upon
their decision on the original
but viewing this as a separate
entity,” he said.
Ger Connolly, the IFCO’s

deputy director, said there had
been issues with passing I Spit
on Your Grave 2010, given its
genre. “I’d never use the word
tamer. It’s still a tough piece of
work. But in my opinion, the
impact of the acts of violence
was lessened in this [version],”
he said.
As well as giving the film an

18 certificate and marking vio-
lence, drugs, language and sex/
nudity as “strong”, the IFCO
added an additional warning of
“very strong violence including

sexual violence”. The movie
will be released in the UK on
January 21. The British Board of
Film Classification only sanc-
tioned this after 43 seconds of
footagewas cut.
Leaman said they had not

submitted it for a theatrical
release in Ireland because Irish
cinemas were wary of showing
the graphic film.
“We were waiting to see

what screens picked up on it in
terms of submitting again for
theatrical release, and the
cinemapick-uphas been disap-

pointing as they are probably
wary of putting on such a con-
troversial film,” he said.
Ireland, Norway and Canada

were among the countries to
ban the original film in 1978. It
was on the British Director of
Public Prosecutions’ list of pros-
ecutable films until 2001.
The DVD re-release last Sep-

tember was passed in the UK
but was once again banned in
Ireland. The IFCO passed the
2010 remake on December 30
and it will get a DVD release on
February 7.

The original film was
written and directed by Meir
Zarchi, who was married to
Camille Keaton, the female
lead. Keaton is the grand-niece
of Buster Keaton, the writer,
director and comic actor.
I Spit on Your Grave 2010 is

directed by Steven R Monroe,
whoworked on television series
such as TheWonder Years, Bab-
ylon 5, and My So-Called Life.
The cast is largely unknown.
Sarah Butler, a 25-year-old

television actress, plays the lead
role.

Brendan Holland and Professor Márta Korbonits view Charles Byrne’s giant skeleton.
Inset, a woodcut of Byrne and, right, how the Irish giant appears in the docu-drama

THE Pilgrim House Commu-
nity, a religious charity that
has been described as dis-
playing “cult-like” characteris-
tics, has lost its charitable tax
status after the company con-
trolling it was struck off.

The organisation, which
cares for five mentally disabled
adults and receives funding from
the Health Service Executive
(HSE), is now seeking to have
Pilgrim House Community Ltd
restored to the register of com-
panies, a spokeswoman said.

The group, which received
¤205,800 from the HSE in 2009
and ¤194,481 last year, has been
involved in a number of contro-
versies. In 2001 amember of the
community hanged herself
after a violent rowwithher sepa-
rated husband, who was also
involvedwith the group.

Members of the community
were later reported to have dis-
tributed leaflets to church-goers
in Co Meath alleging incest
against a local family. Other
members were prevented from
entering Israel at the turn of the
millenniumwhen officials mis-
took them for a doomsday cult.

The company was dissolved
by the Companies Registration
Office (CRO) last year after its
directors failed to file its annual
accounts in time. After it was
struck off, Revenue removed its
charitable tax status. It has sub-
sequently filed accounts for
2009, although the firm’s
auditor reported that there was
“a material uncertainty” about
the company’s ability to con-
tinue as a going concern.

In accounts f i l ed in
November 2010, Hilary Haydon
& Co said it was “unable to
obtain independent confirma-

tions” of the company’s bank
balances at the end of 2009, and
said information relating to
petty cash transactions and
cash balances was “limited”.

At the end of 2009, the com-
pany’s liabilities exceeded its
total assets by ¤37,488. Despite
“risks and uncertainties such as
increasing costs and the eco-
nomic downturn”, the directors
reported thegroupwas ina “posi-
tion tomanage these risks”.
The community, currently

based in Swords, Co Dublin,
applied to the High Court
beforeChristmas to restore their
company to the register. Bridget
Anne Ryan, a director, said the
strike-off related to “being caught
behindwith their accounts”.

“On December 20 we got an
order from the High Court for
the company to be restored,” she
said. “We are waiting for the
CRO to reinstate us. After that

wewill look to get our charitable
status returned fromRevenue.”
Ryan said it had been “busi-

ness as usual”, despite the
uncertain future of the com-
pany. “Weweren’t going to stop
operations just because we met
a problem,” she said.

She said cuts in HSE funding
were more severe for the Pil-
grim House Community
because it is a small organisa-
tion.Theorganisationwasprevi-
ously based in Celbridge, Co Kil-
dare and Gorey, CoWexford.

TheHSE said it had conducted
a review of Pilgrim House in
2005, followed by a return visit
in 2007. “Feedback found that
the residents were receiving a
satisfactory standard of care in
a cleanenvironment,” a spokes-
woman said. “In response to a
questionnaire, next of kin were
satisfied with the care that
their relative was receiving.”

‘Cult-like’ charity loses tax status
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Butler in the remake of I Spit on Your Grave, inset, which has been passed by Irish censors

Banned film of
rape and killing
gets DVD rating

TWO members of the same
family who share a genetic
condition with Charles Byrne,
the 18th century Irish giant—a
mutation that causes uncon-
trolled body growth — are to
feature in a TV programme
assessing the problems such
increased height can bring.
Brendan Holland, from

Tyrone, who is 6ft 10in, and
Niamh Feeney, his 6ft 4in
cousin fromSligo, aremembers
of one of four families whose
DNAwas analysedbyBartshos-
pital in London. Its study,
released last week, shows hun-

dreds ofmodern “giants” have a
common mutant gene that
causes pituitary gigantism.
All of these families have a

common ancestor, believed to
have lived in 500AD.
Both Feeney and Holland, 29

and 58 respectively, have a
similar genetic condition to the
gigantism gene, identified by
Barts in the DNA extracted
from one of Charles Byrne’s
teeth. Both could have grown
even taller than they are had
they not had treatment.
Byrne, like Holland who was

born inTyrone, became a celeb-

rity after travelling to London
in 1782.
In Charles Byrne—The Irish

Giant, a docu-drama to be aired
on BBC2 Northern Ireland next
Sunday and later on TG4, the
pair travel to see Byrne’s bones

in the Hunterian Museum,
Londonand also give an insight
into their own lives.
Feeney, who underwent an

operation to remove a pituitary
tumour in her teens but still
grew taller, hates being stared
at in the street.
“It was very tough for me

during my teenage years. I
couldn’t go out and party like
everyone else,” she said.
“When I was doing the

Junior Cert, I went to a disco
with my friends and nobody
would ask me to dance. I was
so, so shy. I still haven’t got
over that.”
Holland, who was diagnosed

with pituitary gigantism at
Barts at the age of 22, is uncom-
fortable with the name of his
condition.
“It had a certain effect onme

— am I giant?” he says in the

documentary. “The normal
reaction of people is to stand
open-mouthed, though some
aremore cultured.
“It did bother me at 19 or 20

and it certainly would have
bothered Byrne at that age
because he was taller.”
By the age of 21, when Byrne

had moved to London, he was
7ft 7in. That height would have
seemed even taller to his peers
in the 1780s when people were,
on average, much shorter than
they are today. He is reputed to
have used street lamps to light
his pipe.
While he quickly became a

celebrity among the middle
classes who paid to see him,
Byrne also came to the
attention of surgeon John
Hunter who became fixated by
the giant and offered him
money for his corpse. Lonely in

a strange city, Byrne became
addicted to alcohol and
developed tuberculosis, his
poor health leading to prema-
ture death in 1783.
Hunter took his corpse,

boiled it in acid to remove the
flesh, and exhibited the skel-
eton in his museum, where it
remains today.
“It’s practically impossible

that Brendan and Byrne are not

related to each other,” said
Márta Korbonits, the study’s
lead researcher, an expert in
gigantism, and a professor of
endocrinology and metabolism
at Barts. “They are several
levels of cousins.”
Holland was relieved to dis-

cover a reason for his condi-
tion. “I think I’ve made a con-
nection with Byrne because of
our similarities,” he said. “He

had all the symptoms that we
had but much more extreme. I
could only sympathisewith the
guy.”
The prevalence of giants in

Irish mythology might have a
genetic basis that exists to this
day, the Barts researchers sug-
gested. Byrne came from a spe-
cific area of Northern Ireland
where giant folklore is com-
monplace.

Family
link is a
very tall
order
Cousins in medical study give
insight into life of historical
celebrity ‘giant’ Charles Byrne,
writes Gabrielle Monaghan
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