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Naomi Watts and Sean Penn in a
scene from Fair Game; Valerie Plame
Wilson with Watts at Cannes and
Plame Wilson with her husband,
former US diplomat Joe Wilson.Meet the

real-life
Jane Bond

Former spy
Valerie Plame

Wilson’s life is
now a movie,

but it wasn’t all
about wearing
disguises and
carrying fake

passports, she
tells Claire

Droney

H E called her ‘Jane
Bond’ because
she worked for
the CIA. She
called him ‘For-

rest Gump’ because of his unique
ability to be present whenever im-
portant things happened, and re-
main unnoticed by outsiders. You
may not have heard of Valerie
Plame Wilson and her husband Joe
Wilson, but they were big news in
America in 2003, a few months af-
ter the start of the war in Iraq.
Having appeared on national tele-

vision, as well as being the subject
of countless newspaper articles and a
photo-shoot for Vanity Fair, their
story is now being retold in new
film Fair Game. Starring Sean Penn
and Naomi Watts, the film tells the
tale of the injustices dealt to the
couple by the Bush administration,
and their seven-year fight for justice.
Eight years ago, Valerie Plame was

working as a covert CIA officer,
seeking intelligence on weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq, and discov-
ering very little evidence to prove
that they existed. Meanwhile, in his
2003 State of the Union address,
George W Bush stated that Saddam
Hussein had recently sought quanti-
ties of yellowcake uranium from
Africa, in order to make nuclear
weapons. Simultaneously, Joe Wil-
son, a former US diplomat, had
travelled to Niger on a fact-finding
mission for the CIA, and found no
evidence that yellowcake uranium
was being sent to Iraq. And when
Wilson revealed these findings in a
New York Times piece, entitled
‘What I Didn’t Find in Africa’, the
powers that be retaliated in a
tit-for-tat manner, and leaked the
fact that Wilson’s wife was a CIA
agent to a reporter, who published
an article naming Valerie Plame
Wilson, making her career as a spy
untenable. After her exposure, the
story goes that Bush’s political advi-
sor Karl Rove said that Valerie
Plame Wilson was now ‘fair game’.
“Fair Game [means] that hunting

season was open, and it’s ok to go
out and hunt my wife. My reaction,
you probably can’t repeat even in an
R-rated interview,” said Wilson re-
cently.
And Plame Wilson’s reaction to

being exposed by the government
for which she worked was no less
heartfelt.

“I don’t know if you’ve ever
been sucker-punched, but it felt a
little bit like that,” she tells the
Irish Examiner. “As an operations
officer, you anticipate the possibil-
ity that your cover will be be-
trayed by a foreign government,
and the steps that you need to
take if that were to happen. You
never anticipate that it will in fact
be your own government,” says
the 49-year-old former spy, who
has spent the past seven years
seeking justice against the govern-
ment officials who leaked her
identity.
It was a career that spanned al-

most 20 years, and involved
worldwide travel, secret identities,
disguises, and plenty of dangerous
situations. She held a senior role
in the agency and ran major oper-
ations around the world.
“I was so proud to serve my

country. I loved what I was doing.
My expertise developed in the
area of nuclear counter prolifera-
tion, and I found a great sense of
satisfaction in that.”
Plame Wilson’s family had al-

ways put a high value on public
service. Her father was an air
force officer who served in the
South Pacific during World War
II, her mother was a teacher, and
her older brother fought in the
Vietnam War.
“I liked James Bond but I didn’t

grow up thinking that being a spy
was a viable option,” says Plame
Wilson.
“My parents were very keen on

travelling and they took me ev-
erywhere so that’s what started the
idea in my head to do something
international and to go to faraway
places. I only knew that I didn’t
want a boring life and that I

wanted to live and work overseas.”
A journalism graduate of Penn-

sylvania State University, Plame
Wilson also studied international
relations abroad. She cannot talk
about how she was recruited into
the CIA, but she adapted to the
task very quickly.
“I loved working on

counter-proliferations. The most
important thing was adaptability,
being able to cope and to think
fast on your feet in a completely
new and foreign environment.”
“[Being a spy] is certainly not as

glamorous as they portray. But it’s
glamorous being in exotic loca-
tions and travelling all over the
place. Fake names, disguises and
certain technology was all very
useful,” says Plame Wilson, who is
portrayed in the film stealthily
leaving the house at 4am to travel
to foreign locations, leaving

countless post-it notes on the
fridge with reminders to her hus-
band about her 3-year-old twin
son and daughter.
“In real life, we lived close to

my parents and they helped with
the kids. [Being a spy] is not terri-
bly compatible to raising kids, but
I could say that about most jobs in
the USA because of our culture of
not offering proper paid maternity
leave,” says Plame Wilson.
Throughout her career as a spy,

Plame Wilson told only her hus-
band and parents about the true
nature of her job. She managed to
smoothly distract friends from
questioning her about it.
“With your close friends, you’re

not really talking about the office
anyway, you’re talking about the
things that make up the rest of
your lives, like boyfriends or hus-
bands or clothes or children. I was

very fortunate that when my friends
found out, they didn’t feel betrayed,
they understood that what I did was
to protect them,” says Plame Wil-
son.
She and her family have since

moved from Washington to Santa
Fe, where she has written a book
based on her experiences, and is
currently working on a spy thriller.
She is also an advocate for Global
Zero, an organisation dedicated to
the total elimination of nuclear
weapons, as well as working
part-time at the Santa Fe institute, a
non-profit scientific research centre.
“Right now, life is just really hec-

tic. We’ve tried very hard to make
[our childrens’] lives normal and
happy. What’s most important is that
our children are happy and healthy
and grow up to be productive citi-
zens. We hope that they choose the
public service as well.”
And Plame Wilson holds no

grudge against her husband, whose
2003 newspaper article effectively
ended her career as a spy.
“We like to tease that it feels like

we’ve been married for 47 years.
We have been through a lot and
no-one else knows what we have
experienced, just the two of us,”
Plame Wilson has said of her hus-
band, who was in charge of the US
embassy in Baghdad until 1990, and
responsible for the safe evacuation of
thousands of Americans and other
foreigners from the region. He was
also the last American diplomat to
have met Saddam Hussein when he
was President of Iraq. Afterwards,
Wilson was invited to the White
House by George Bush Senior, and
hailed as a ‘true American hero’.
“I am so proud to be a partner

with someone that has a deep sense
of integrity and how he has served
this country,” says his wife.
“What we wanted out of the

movie,” Joe said recently, “was peo-
ple to understand what this story
was all about, and something to
counter the seven years of what Va-
lerie calls this character assassination
against ourselves.
“Somebody said today, are you

prepared for the right-wing backlash
in reaction. But I said, if it were me
advising them, I would advise them
to just let it go, but if they want to
engage in round two, that’s fine, we
will fight round two, and you will
all get to see the sequel.”

The celebrity-magnet ‘church’ Ron built

Tom Cruise (left) and John
Travolta (right) are great
supporters of L Ron Hubbard’s
(above) Church of Scientology.

Scientology
founder L Ron

Hubbard
would have

been 100 on
Sunday. He has

left behind a
controversial

legacy, says
Jonathan
de Burca

Butler

THIS Sunday, one hundred
years ago, the founder of
one of the world’s most

controversial religions was born in
Nebraska. L Ron Hubbard founded
The Church of Scientology — an
organisation which for the last 60
years of its existence has attracted
criticism and praise in equally strong
measure.
In recent years members such as

Tom Cruise and John Travolta have
raised the profile of the organisation
and are fiercely protective of it.
But Gabrielle Wynne, (22), from

Whitehall in Dublin, left the
Church of Scientology less than a
year ago having been a member for
almost two years.
“One of the classes I had to take

in college was Social Studies and we
had to do a project on religions in
Ireland,” says Wynne of her initial
contact. “So I came across this reli-
gion that really, I didn’t know any-
thing about.”
Wynne visited the church’s Irish

office in Dublin’s city centre to con-
duct an interview with a member of
the church. She found the organisa-
tion intriguing and a few days later
returned for a free personality test.
“I suppose I was a bit of a loose

cannon when I was younger,” ex-
plains Wynne. “So I mean for me it
was great because I had my own
things to sort out and they make
you feel great. Everyone was really
friendly. They make you feel like
you’re better than everyone else.”
Wynne explains that although her

mother had warned her off joining
and her friends were, as she says
herself, “constantly slagging her,”
she got more deeply involved.
The church had told her that

there was a good chance of being
misunderstood and she was taught
to ‘handle’ people; speaking to them
individually about the religion and
its positive aspects.
Eventually her friends relented but

only due to her increasingly defen-
sive behaviour.

Gerard Ryan, a spokesperson
for the church and a member for
25 years, disputes some of
Gabrielle’s claims.
“I don’t know anything about

handling,” says Ryan. “Gabi was
in the Mission for a few months
only. She didn’t hang around too
long.”
Wynne, who denies that claim,

says that as time passed she
learned dianetic auditing which,

according to the Scientology
Dublin website, “is a methodolo-
gy which can help alleviate un-
wanted sensations and emotions,
irrational fears and psychosomatic
illnesses …[and] … is more accu-
rately described as what the soul is
doing to the body through the
mind.”
“That’s the one I did and that’s

what I was trained in too,” says
Wynne. “They get you to a state

of reverie. They say it’s not hyp-
notic, but it is kind of like a light
trance. They tell you to contact
the first painful incident that
comes into your mind, it could be
physical pain or emotional, and
tell you to go through the whole
thing; tell them what you’re feel-
ing, what you’re hearing and then
they say go back to the beginning,
go through it again and again.
On every person they have

what’s called a PC file, a
‘Pre-Clear’ file. When you have
no more pain, or you don’t have
any issues with what you were au-
diting, you’re clear so the
Pre-Clear is the time before all
that.”
One of things a new member

does when joining is sign a decla-
ration agreeing that the church
can keep the notes taken at the
time of auditing.

“Well, at the spiritual counselling
sessions the counsellor makes notes
as the counselling is going on,” says
Ryan.
“And those notes actually belong

to the church. For example I’ve
never seen my own notes.”
Another condition, according to

Wynne, is there are no refunds and
she estimates that she spent nearly
2,500 during her time there.
“I’ve kept a lot of receipts,” she

says. “It’s not a lot in comparison to
other people, but it’s about two and
a half grand in two years.”
Wynne says that because she was

living with her mother, who had
made clear her feelings on Scientol-
ogy, the organisation classified her as
a PTS (Potential Trouble Source)
while her mother was viewed as a
potential SP (Suppressive Person).
Wynne says it was suggested to her
that it was perhaps time to move
out of home, to ‘disconnect’ from
her mother. Ryan, however, is not
so sure.
“Categorically Gabrielle was never

at any time asked to disconnect
from her mother,” says Ryan.
“Either directly or hinted.”
But does something akin to this

ever occur?
“We have the view that if you are

intimately connected with someone
who actually is attacking the church
then you have to deal with it,” says
Ryan.
“But to say that you can’t be in

contact with someone critical of the
church, I’m often critical of my
own church. Like everything Scien-
tology is not perfect.”
Last year Wynne decided to leave

Scientology and has since cam-
paigned against it with the help of a
group called Anonymous.
Wynne is grateful for her time

with the church and although she
feels they are a little “misguided”,
she say she also met some “very sin-
cere and nice guys” during her time
there.


