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Bombs found in woods Posters face fine threat

Missing woman sought

Police have uncovered two pipe bombs
stashed inwoodland in Co Antrim.
Ammunition and fireworks were
also among the discovery in Portglenone
Forest. The PSNI described the pipe bombs
as viable and primed.

The deadline for general election
candidates to take down posterswas
midnight on Friday. Any candidatewho
has yet to remove posters is now in breach
of the Litter Pollutions Act and could face a
¤150 on-the-spot fine for each poster.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Atheists tick off census
for religious leaning

JustineMcCarthy

DUBLIN’S Dart commuters are
to be urged to tick the “no reli-
gion” box in next month’s
census. A two-week advertising
campaign, costing ¤2,800, will
begin later thismonthwith the
appeal: “If you don’t practise
any religion then mark the ‘no
religion’ box. It’s important.”
The campaign is being

mountedby theHumanistAsso-
ciation of Ireland (HAI), which
has 600 members, and which
claims the religion question
on the 24-page census form
is ambiguous.
Atheist Ireland, which has

450 paid-up members, is
running a separate online
campaign, “Be Honest to God-
less in the Irish Census”. Both
organisations say the layout of
the religion question is con-
fusing and liable to produce an
inaccurate result.
Question 12 in the April 10

census will ask: “What is your
religion?” It is followed by six
possible answers: Roman Cath-
olic, Church of Ireland, Islam,

Presbyterian, Orthodox and
other. A seventh option, “no
religion”, appears beneath two
columns of 20 boxes provided
to specify “other”.
Humanists and atheists

believe many respondents will
not notice the seventh option
until they have already ticked
one of the boxes above it. Only
one box should be ticked.
“The question assumes you

have a religion,” said Bob Rees,
the HAI’s membership secre-
tary. “Those with no religion
are likely to skip to the next
question or to write in ‘atheist’
or ‘lapsed Catholic’ in the
empty boxes. By the time they
spot the ‘no religion’ box, it’ll be
too late.”
“They should ask: ‘Do you

have a religion?’ and ‘If so,
what is it?’,” said Michael
Nugent, the chairman of
Atheist Ireland.
“Most atheists don’t consider

atheism a religion and
wouldn’t tick the ‘other’ reli-
gionbox.Webelieve the results
are inaccurate, and that’s a
serious issue because they’re

relied on for political lobbying
and state planning.”
The HAI made an unsuc-

cessful application to the Cen-
tral Statistics Office (CSO) in
2008 to have the formula
changed for this year’s census.
A pilot census was conducted
in 2009 without any change to
the religion question.
In the April 2006 census,

186,318 respondents described
themselves as irreligious, non-
religious, atheist or agnostic. It
was the second-biggest cate-
gory after Roman Catholic
(3,681,456) and ahead of Church
of Ireland (125,580).
The choices are not listed in

alphabetical order but,with the
exception of the “no religion”
option, in order of the largest
responses in the last census.
Gerard Bradley of the CSO

acknowledged “no religion”
was the second-biggest cate-
gory in 2006. “Nevertheless, the
question was laid out in the
same manner,” he said. “It
could be argued the layout of
the form did not affect people
seeing option seven.”

From left,
protester
Griffiths; the
poster in a
Dublin
station;
Cruise and
his wife,
Katie Holmes

Claims that courses can tackle
job insecurity are ‘misleading’,
writes Gabrielle Monaghan

Gardai are appealing for help in finding Esra
Uyrun, left, a Turkish woman who has been
missing for 10 days. Uyrun was last seen
leaving her home at Collinstown Grove,
Clondalkin, at 7.15am on February 23 and get-
ting into a grey Renault Twingo car. Gardai
found the car in Bray but have been unable to
locate Uyrun, 38, who has an English accent.
Themissingwoman is 5ft 3in tall,withblonde
highlighted hair and green eyes.

COMPLAINTS have been filed
with the country’s advertising
watchdog over a Church of Sci-
entology campaign, which
claims its courses can help
with job insecurity.
The Advertising Standards

Authority for Ireland (ASAI) is
investigating claims that the
ads, appearing in Dublin’s train
and Dart stations and on buses,
aremisleading.
The billboards and posters

feature photos of five down-
trodden looking workers.
“When job security turns into
insecurity, success begins with
personal efficiency,” they
advise, urging people to “attend
a course in Scientology”. It is
the first time Scientology has
marketed its courses this way,
according to Gerard Ryan, its
Irish director.
On its website, Scientology

Dublin says an afternoon ses-
sioncosting¤45will givepartic-
ipants “the means to new
ability and lasting security in
theworkplace — all from appli-
cation of Scientology to the

workadayworldwith The Prob-
lems of Work by L Ron Hub-
bard”, the science fictionwriter
who founded Scientology. The
fee includes “free testing”, a
copy of the Hubbard book, and
a film presentation.
Frank Goodman, the ASAI

chief executive, said the agency
had “had a small number of
complaints” about the cam-
paign and decided to inquire
further. “We have to follow due
process and we are legally
required to go to the advertiser
about the complaints,” he said.
“We’re not taking it up on reli-
gious grounds but will see if it
breaches any advertising code
by beingmisleading.”
Pete Griffiths, a one-time

staff member and now defector
from Scientology who says he
paid ¤10,000 over seven years
to the organisation inmember-
ship fees and courses, believes
the ads aremisleading.
“What I found offensive is

they are looking at all those
who are feeling insecure about
their job and deciding to use it

as a sales ploy,” said the
57-year-old, a regular protester
against the movement. Grif-
fiths, who was encouraged by
his brother and then wife to
join, completed a similar course
on tackling job insecurity.
“On one level, someone

could do the afternoon course
and come out feeling better and
secure in their job, but in Scien-
tology, when you complete a
course, they ask you to write a
success story,” he said. “If you
say you don’t want to, you have
to see a director to find out
what went wrong. If you write
it, you have to see the registrar
and he will sell you your next
course. You can’t just dowhat it
says on that sign. If you just did
the course and went back to
your life, it would feel like you
had some benefit, but you are
not allowed to do that. You go
from one course to the next.”
Ryan, who has done the

course and pointed out that he
is still working as an architect
despite the economic down-
turn, confirmed participants
are asked to write a “success
story” and are offered other
courses but added “if you don’t
want to, you don’t”.
“I feel if you want to become

a bit more confident in your
life, you will become more
happy in your life. If you are

more confident and your boss
had to make a decision about
cutting your job or someone
else’s, there’s less chance of you
being let go than the other
person. If you are more confi-
dent, you are more likely to get
a job than someonewho is not.”
Scientology claims millions

of supporters across the world,
with Hollywood actors Tom
Cruise and John Travolta being
among its devotees. Scientolo-
gists, who believe humans are
descended froma race of aliens,
claim they can purify the
humanmind through aprocess
of “auditing”, whereby people
relive stressful or traumatic
events in their lives.
Griffiths said the promotion

indicates the organisation is
introducingan “emergency for-
mula” prescribed by Hubbard
when membership is drying
up. Ryan said that is not the
case, and that “a few” people
have signed up to its courses as
a result of the advertising.
Griffiths felt he was not able

to speak out about his experi-
ences until Anonymous, a
group of internet users, began
to protest outside Scientology
meetings. Anonymous Ireland
protests outside the move-
ment’s offices on Middle Abbey
Street in Dublin once amonth.
“The protesters have no

effect on us whatsoever,” Ryan
said. “They are just kids. They
just want to harass us.”

Scientology adverts
under investigation


