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Cloonfad sisters Mia and Megan Ronane supporting Michael Glavey's at Enfield,
Ballintubber on Sunday.

GREAT SUPPORT

BY CIARA MCCAUGHLEY

THERE IS growing concern
in West Roscommon over
activities involving a
religious group, which
claims to be part of the
Catholic Church.

However, this week the
Bishop of Achonry, Most
Rev. Dr. Brendan Kelly,
distanced himself from the
group, the Ballaghaderreen
based Congregation Of Our
Lady of Refuge, stating that
it had "nothing to do with the
Catholic Church" and
"nothing to do with the
Achonry Diocese".

According to Mike Garde,
the Director of Dialogue
Ireland, he had been
contacted by members of the

public in relation to concerns
over the establishment of the
group in the Ballagha-
derreen area. 

"We have been contacted
by members of the public in
relation to the establishment
of this organisation and we
are investigating these
concerns. 

"We get calls from people
on a nearly daily basis, and in
the case of Roscommon we
are investigating the con-
cerns raised about Ballagha-
derreen's Congregation Of
Our Lady of Refuge. 

"We contacted Bishop
Brendan Kelly, the Bishop of
Achonry, in May to see if he
was aware of the existence of
this church, which claims to
be part of the Catholic

Church and he told us he was
not aware of it. These
concerns need to be
investigated," explained Mr
Garde. Dialogue Ireland is an
independent trust that seeks
to promote people's freedom
to make informed choices
about religious, spiritual and
philosophical beliefs.

It is understood that the
congregation was
established less than a year
ago by a Ballaghaderreen
businessman and has only a
small number of members. 

The concerns regarding
the organisation were raised
prior to details emerging
from a property in London
last week where three
women, including a 57-year-
old Irish woman were held

for thirty years. 
"As an organisation

assisting the victims of
cultism, we are contacted
every week by members of
the public  about concerns
over cults from all across
Ireland and the rest of the
world.  However, since the
story emerged in London
last week, the amount of
calls we have received has
been overwhelming.  We try
to help people clarify
whether the problems they
are encountering result
from involvement with
cultism or other issues. We
refer people on to
counsellors who understand
the issues related to cult
involvement," he said.

BISHOP DISTANCES HIMSELF FROM BALLAGHADERREEN BASED ORGANISATION

Growing concern
over religious
group in Ballagh  

Nigel to throw his
hat in election ring
SPECULATION ISmounting
that former Roscommon
footballer Nigel Dineen will
run in next year's local
elections in the new
Roscommon-Castlerea
Electoral Area. 

While he has yet to
confirm his intentions, the
Herald understands that he
will be on the ticket for the
local elections next May as
an Independent candidate. 

The former county
player, who still lines out for
Castlerea St. Kevin's, runs
an auctioneering business
and is well known in GAA
circles. 

To date, both Fine Gael
and Fianna Fáil have
selected their teams for the
area. 

AN ORTHODONTIST who
has admitted to selling on
second-hand braces worked
at the HSE dental clinic
adjoining Roscommon
Hospital as recently as 2009,
it has been revealed.

Dr Saeed Shoushi
admitted selling braces he
had removed from children
at Galway University Hospital
to a private practice where
the braces were then fitted in
the mouths of children.

It is understood that Dr
Shoushi ran his operation for
two years while working for
the HSE and admitted
breaching health guidelines

by not disposing of braces as
medical waste.

Despite admitting his role,
he kept a part-time job with
the HSE and he also
continues to practise as a
dentist in England.

The braces sales were
unearthed when a whistle-
blower tipped off the health
authorities.

This week Deputy Denis
Naughten said that he found
it "bizarre" that an
orthodontist who admitted to
selling second-hand braces in
2006 and 2007 was still
employed as a HSE
orthodontist in 2009, treat-

ing local children. "What is
equally infuriating is the fact
that in 2006 and 2007 the
braces were sold on to a
private orthodontist who was
then charging parents
through the nose for
treatment denied to them by
the HSE. The orthodontic
department in Galway serves
children in Roscommon,
Mayo and Galway and has
had the longest waiting lists
for treatment in the country,”
he said. 

Deputy Naughten will be
raising these issues with the
Minister for Health in the
Dáil this week.

Dentist who traded braces
worked in Roscommon
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Ballaghaderreen firm
announces 10 new jobs 
BY MAIREAD O'SHEA

BALLAGHADERREEN BASED communications firm,
FCS Global is to create ten new jobs as part of an
expansion project into the US market. 

The expansion will see the establishment of a new
training entity, engineering expansion and expansion into
the US market. 

This programme is being supported by the Department
of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation through Enterprise
Ireland by way of a job expansion programme.

Currently employing over 60 staff, FCS Global is an
independent communications company that provides
communication solutions including voice, data and
networking services to a wide variety of small, medium
and large corporate clients worldwide.

FCS Global Managing Director, Mike Rowland said that
since the establishment of the company in 2002, Enterprise
Ireland had continuously provided support. "Their support
in feasibility studies, research, and grants has been
instrumental in our continued development,”he said. 


