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enemies of the church.
The specific reasons for

Junior's exit from the church
still aren't clear. DeWolf
claims it was partially a
dispute over money, with
Junior unhappy that profit
went “straight to the top of
the pyramid” — ergo
Hubbard.
Legend has it that Hubbard

kept shoeboxes full of
banknotes under the bed and
burnt documents he believed
would incriminate him, but
DeWolf believes his grand-

father
simply
began to
see
Hubbard
for who he
really was.
“I think

he came to
the view
quite early
on that his
father was

truly a grifter and a hustler,”
says DeWolf.
After leaving the church —

or “blowing”, in Scientology
speak — it was assumed
Scientology agents wouldn't
pursue Junior, given they'd be
using the policy he had
devised against him.
However, Junior was

stalked with “wiretaps, break-
ins and death threats,” the
family were perpetually on
the run, and “every adult was
taught to use a gun”.
In 2012, DeWolf appeared

on a US news programme and
the same evening was
attacked during his own stage
show.
These days, though,

Scientology has enough to
worry about. After cultivating
a reputation as a boutique
religion coveted by film stars,
artists and creatives in the
1960s and 1970s, the church
has suffered a PR battering in
recent times.
There is a long list of

prominent Scientology figures
who have left the religion.
Senior members have quit to
expose the church's workings,
as have celebrities including
film director Paul Haggis and
actress Leah Remini, who was
helped to defect by Jennifer
Lopez.
Perhaps the biggest foe

Scientology is facing, is its
own reputation.
Does Scientology have a

future? It's a matter of
perspective. Lawrence
Wright's 2013 book Going
Clear reports that Scientology
has $1bn (€727m) of liquid
assets and 12 million sq ft of
property around the globe —
including a new £20m
(€24m) London HQ— valued
at $168m (€122m). This
suggests Scientology is in
rude health.
On the other hand,

although the church claims
having eight million members
worldwide, only 25,000
Americans and 2,400 Britons
consider themselves
Scientologists. For the sake of
context, in the 2011 UK census
176,632 people identified
themselves as Jedi Knights.
As for DeWolf, he has a

daily reminder of his great-
grandfather's legacy — a
Scientology symbol on his
right arm. “I'm a huge fan of
irony,” he says.
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Scalped on the altar of tolerance. Great work, gay lobby
So, picture the scene —
you're a computer

expert who is widely hailed
by your peers as outstanding
in your field.
Unfortunately, you have

been found guilty of a
thought crime that goes
against the orthodoxy and
therefore you must be
banished.
That sounds awfully like

the despicable fate suffered
by the great Alan Turing, the
genius who cracked Enigma
and was, as his reward,
persecuted for the simple
fact that he was gay.
Fast forward half a century

and we have a not dissimilar
example of establishment
hostility to transgressive
views being used to take a
man down.
This time, it's a code writer

rather than a code breaker.
Mozilla CEO Brendan Eich,
who created the Firefox
browser, was forced to step
down on Thursday, at the
behest of an intolerant and
ignorant group of bullies
who think they have a right
to decide what views are
acceptable.
Rather than being gay, he

is a victim of gay bullies
because he made a $1,000
donation in favour of
California's controversial
Prop 8, which would have
made gay marriage illegal.
The writing was on the

wall ever since the dating
website OKCupid started to
harass Firefox users who
visited its site with a pop-up
which said: “Mozilla's new
CEO, Brendan Eich, is an
opponent of equal rights for
gay couples.
“We would therefore

prefer that our users not use
Mozilla software to access
OkCupid...
“Those who seek to deny

love and instead enforce
misery, shame and
frustration are our enemies.”
If the above statement

doesn't chill your blood then
you need to start brushing up
on your history. And before
the lynch mob get on the
hobby horses and shriek with
outrage at such terms as ‘gay
bullying', how else to
describe the hounding of a
man who made a legitimate
political donation?
Is destroying a man's

career because he holds
conservative views more
acceptable than destroying
the career of a guy who holds
liberal ones?
Is bullying for one cause

bad, but bullying for another
cause good?
If Eich was drummed out

of his job because he had
donated to a group which
supported gay marriage,
would people have been so
quick to tell him that he was
an ‘enemy' who deserved to
be so publicly defenestrated?
This story gets to the nub

of why the gay rights lobby is
doing itself incalculable
damage with a series of
posturing, preening own
goals that have nothing to do
with fostering tolerance and
understanding, but are more
about a spiteful and bitchy
desire to demonise anyone
with a different point of view.

Of course, I would say that.
After all, when I had the
temerity to point out that a
bloke wearing a dress while
debating gay rights has as
much chance of being taken
seriously as a member of the
Monster Raving Loony Party
appearing on Question Time,
I was accused of the usual
litany of modern thought
crimes: homophobia,
intolerance, bigotry and, my
personal favourite, ‘being
unhelpful' — as if it's the job
of any columnist to ‘help' any
cause.
But the only intolerant

bigots on show in the Firefox
case are the likes of the
people from OKCupid, and
the people who have gloated
over Eich's misfortune, who
have revealed their true
colours in all their nasty
glory by referring to a
conservative as ‘an enemy
who deserves nothing but
failure'.
For the record, and not

that it matters, I would write
the same piece if Eich had
been forced out by the
evangelical Christian Right
as opposed to the evangelical
homosexual Right who,
ironically, are more similar to
their ‘enemies' than they

would like to admit. This
case has absolutely nothing
to do with sexual orientation
and everything to do with
blowhards and bullies
wielding power and ruining
lives simply because they
can.
But it's not just intolerant

straights who feel that way.
Andrew Sullivan, the
refreshing free thinker who
happens to be both gay and
conservative with a small ‘c',
was equally repulsed by the
venom directed towards Eich
and described it as a
“scalping” before adding: “If
this is the gay rights
movement today — hounding
our opponents with a
fanaticism more like the
religious right than anyone
else — then count me out.”
So, is Sullivan some sort of

traitor to his tribe?
Or is he simply man

enough to know an injustice
when he sees one and isn't
prepared to stay conveniently
quiet just because the victim
of the mob doesn't share his
world view?
That's a question that

some of Ireland's more
tedious gay rights
campaigners would do well
to ask themselves, as well.Junior

was
stalked
with
bugs,
break-
ins and
death
threats

Niceone
Simon...

As youmay have
noticed, Simon

Cowell has announced
that from now on, The X-
Factor's age limit has
been lowered from 16 to
14.
Because sometimes,

I suppose, exploiting a
16-year-old just ain't
enough....

Non-smokers – why not try
being honest, for once?

Just in case you felt you
just weren't being

hassled enough by Nanny,
Cork TD Jerry Buttimer has
come up with a wizard idea —
completely banning the sale
of cigarettes in pubs and
nightclubs, as well as banning
the general sale of tobacco
after 6pm.
He made this deranged

suggestion in his role as a
member of the Oireachtas
Committee on Health and
Children — but neither health
nor children have anything to
do with pubs or nightclubs.
They are, after all, places
where like-minded adults
congregate, ideally without
some interfering Dr Feelbad
wagging their finger at you.
But leaving apart the

obvious, unworkable idiocy of

the idea, which will only
further fuel the coffers of the
criminal gangs who now
make as much from dodgy
fags as they do from drugs,
why don't the anti-smoking
brigade do us all a favour and
just lay their cards on the
table?
So, Jerry, you came up with

idea, now give us a straight
answer — do you ultimately
want to see smoking banned
in this country?
Let's forget about

legislation by stealth, why not
try a little honesty?
A crazy idea in this country,

I know.
But the people deserve to

know the ultimate goals of
those who would reduce an
adult's freedom to make their
own choices.
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Campaign: Jerry Buttimer
is targeting cigarette sales

Ousted: Mozilla boss Brendan
Eich, left, and AndrewSullivan


