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GENERAL FORECAST
A foggy start, lingering in places. It 
will then be a dry morning for 
most with sunny periods, but 
northern areas will stay cloudy. In 
the afternoon, the low cloud in the 
north will break up to leave it fine 
across much of Ireland.

REGIONAL FORECASTS
Leinster: Fog will lift to leave a dry 
and fine day with plenty of 
sunshine and patchy cloud. Light 
and variable winds. Tonight, cloud 
pushing in. Max temp 15C (59F). 
Min temp 7C (45F). 
Dublin: Fog patches will clear to 
leave it dry throughout the day 
with plenty of sunshine. Light and 
varibale winds. Tonight, cloud 
pushing in. Max temp 13C (55F). 
Min temp 8C (46F).
Ulster: A murky morning with fog 
patches and low cloud. Sunshine 
will develop during the afternoon. 
Light winds. Tonight, clear spells, 
mist. Max temp 13C (55F). Min 
temp 2C (36F).

Connacht: A cloudy morning with 
fog slow to clear. Sunshine will 
increase through the afternoon. 
Light winds. Tonight, clear spells, 
fog. Max temp 14C (57F). Min temp 
3C (37F).
Munster: Fog will clear to leave a 
dry and fine day with plenty of 
sun and patchy cloud. Light winds. 
Tonight, clear spells, mist. Max 
temp 15C (59F). Min temp 5C (41F). 

WEEK AHEAD
On Monday, it will be cloudy in 
eastern areas and there will be the 
chance of the odd spot of rain in 
places. However, it will be dry and 
fine further west with sunny 
spells. Dry on Tuesday with sunny 
spells and patchy cloud. There will 
be mist during the mooning and 
evening. On Wednesday, a band of 
cloud and rain will push in from 
the south-west. Unsettled on 
Thursday with a mixture of the 
sunny spells and scattered 
showers. On Friday, more rain is 
expected to push in from the west.
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Veteran IRA man is quizzed by gardaí 
over brutal barn murder of Paul Quinn

By Catherine Fegan
THE man co-ordinating plans 
for Ireland’s first super-
mosque has told the Mail that 
he sees no problem inviting 
banned ‘hate preachers’ to 
address its congregation once 
it opens.

Abdul Haseeb, of the Muslim 
Centre for Ireland in Clongrif-
fin, north Dublin, is involved 
with Discover Islam, an organ-
isation which invited militant 
cleric Muhammad al-Arifi to 
Ireland earlier this year.

Discover Islam is owned by 
the Dublin Welfare Society, 
the company behind the 
mosque project. 

Mr al-Arifi is banned from 
entering the UK and Switzer-
land for preaching hate.

The issue is likely to become 
a problem for Enda Kenny’s 
coalition government because 
of the porous borders between 
Ireland and the UK. The UK 
has stepped up its security 
profiling of potentially radical 
Muslims following its involve-
ment in the bombing campaign 
against the Islamic State (ISIS) 
forces in Syria and Iraq.

Mr al-Arifi, a Sunni, was due 
to speak in Ireland but did not 
come after concerns were 
raised with gardaí by the imam 
at the Shia mosque in Mill-
town, south Dublin.  

In a heated interview with 
this paper – the entire tran-
script of which is featured on 
Pages 34, 63, 64 and 65 – Mr 

Haseeb, who invited Mr al-
Arifi, responded that he should 
be welcome here despite the 
UK travel ban. 

‘What’s the problem with 
Muhammad al-Arifi?’ said Mr 
Haseeb. ‘Just because al-Arifi 
is a Sunni and vehemently 
opposed to Shia ideology, and 
he might have said a few things 

here and there wrong. That 
doesn’t mean I totally excom-
municate him unless he says it 
in a way which is very clearly 
sectarian, or very clearly hurt-
ful to a lot of people. Just 

because he was banned in the 
UK doesn’t mean he is a bad 
person.’

Mr al-Arifi was billed as one 
of the speakers at the Light 
Upon Light conference in Dub-
lin’s convention centre in 
March. He never arrived, due 
to an illness in the family, says 
the Federation of Student Soci-
eties, another organisation 
involved in the conference.

However, this claim has been 
rejected by Dr Ali al-Saleh, 
imam at the Shia mosque in 
Milltown, who told the Mail 
that Mr al-Arifi was prevented 
from entering the country. 
‘When we heard about al-Arifi 
coming, myself and a few oth-
ers, we informed the inter-cul-
tural affairs office in the 
gardaí. We conveyed our wor-
ries about this man coming.’

He described the cleric as ‘a 
very well-known preacher, 
who preached hatred’.

Mr al-Saleh said it was the 
duty of Muslims here to dis-
courage talk about jihad.

And he said of plans to build 
Ireland’s biggest mosque at 
Clongriffin: ‘We don’t know 
who the people running it are. 
This makes us more worried.’

Mr Haseeb’s ambitious plans 
consist of a three-storey 
domed mosque with minarets, 
a conference centre, primary 
and secondary schools and fit-
ness centre. It will cater for 
around 550 people for Friday 
night prayers but up to 3,000 
for the festival of Eid. 

Funds needed total a stagger-
ing €60m, which Mr Haseeb 
claimed during an interview 
will be community funded, but 
later said could come from 
‘outside the country’.
catherine.fegan@dailymail.ie
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‘We don’t know who 
will be running it’

By Suzanne Breen

bludgeoned: Paul Quinn

AN informer in the IRA has 
given gardaí new information 
about the murder of a 21-year-
old man in a barn in Oram, Co. 
Monaghan, seven years ago.

Paul Quinn from Cullyhanna, 
south Armagh, was beaten to 
death by a gang of up to a 
dozen Provisionals wearing 
black military-style clothing 
on October 20, 2007.

His assailants used iron bars 
and nail-studded cudgels to 
break nearly every bone in 
his body.

Sources close to the murder 
investigation said a disillu-
sioned IRA member had now 
told gardaí the name of the 
senior republican from the 
border area whom he alleges 

led the gang responsible.
It is understood that the IRA 

veteran has recently been 
questioned by detectives as a 
result of this information. 

Paul Quinn was targeted by 

the Provisionals after he had 
clashed with several south 
Armagh republicans over 
minor matters in the months 
before his killing.

His family and friends will 
gather in Cullyhanna next 
weekend for a Mass to mark 
the seventh anniversary of his 
murder. 

Paul’s father, Stephen, 
accused Sinn Féin of continu-
ing to shield his son’s killers 
but warned that the investiga-
tion remained very active.

‘We believe we’ll secure 
justice. This isn’t a case the 
gardaí have put on the back 
burner. It’s open and pro-
gressing all the time.

‘Those who murdered my 
son may think they’ve got 
away with it but they 
shouldn’t sleep easily in their 

beds. Their past will catch up 
with them,’ he said.

A source close to the 
investigation said the senior 
IRA member went voluntarily 
to Carrickmacross garda 
station to be interviewed in 
the presence of his solicitor.

‘Information that this man 
led the IRA gang who beat 
Paul Quinn has been conveyed 
to gardaí. They have been told 
he stood in the barn, giving 
the instructions to Paul’s 
assailants,’ the source said.

The investigation reveals 
the gang’s planning on the day 
of the murder. Phone records 
show the mobiles of eight key 
suspects were turned off at 
the same time that afternoon. 
They were then almost 
simultaneously turned on at 
6pm after the beating.
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