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known about what will be taught 
there.

AH: If we put down the founda-
tions and the cement and bricks, 
then we can start talking about what 
we are going to do on education.
CF: But you can understand that 
people will have questions about 
that at this point, before a brick 
goes down.

AH: Of course. We have a vision. 
We want to be inclusive. We want to 
be part of Ireland as Irish Muslims, 
rather than outsiders who want to 
stick to their own culture. We want 
a cultural exchange, an exchange of 
knowledge, of expertise, of educa-
tion, of information.
CF: So what are the differences 
between this and, for example, 
what is available in Clonskeagh?

AH: Look, this is not necessarily 
Clonskeagh. Generally speaking, if 
there was a Catholic church around 
the corner, which was funded by the 
Catholic Church, automatically you 
would expect it to run according to 
Catholic ethos. If it was Pentecostal, 
it would be run according to Pente-
costal ethos.
CF: With any organisation there are 
people who are in charge who will 
decide what is what. Otherwise you 
will just have 3,000 people, if your 
capacity is correct, with different 
opinions on what your ethos is.

AH: Fair enough. But this is where 
the difficult part is. This is why it is 
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I think you’re being very hostile when 
there’s no need. Am I? But I’m smiling

The MoS interviews the man behind Ireland’s €60m mosque. The encounter is robust, illuminating and, at times, disturbing

Catherine FeGan: is this project at a 
stalemate now? What does naMa want?

ABduL HAseeB: security… money.
CF: Do you have it? it’s €60m?

AH: They want to see the whole money, or 
at least a substantial percentage up front. 
Because we are a community-led project and 
we are existing independently in the sense 
that you don’t put conditions on us. We can’t 
call a spade a spade.
CF: i don’t follow. Can you be more specific?

AH: I’m afraid to talk to you because the 
daily Mail is a paper that tarnishes Muslims 
left, right and centre.
CF: i’m with the irish Mail, not the Daily Mail. 
My reading of what you said is that you have  
particular plans for what you want to do here.

AH: We have a vision. That we want to live 
in a way that is inclusive, co-operative, pro-
motes understanding. Tolerance is not a word 
I like to use, because it has negative connota-
tions, like I am tolerating you, if you know 
what I mean. But we want to foster co-opera-
tion. The whole idea behind this, we discussed 
with planners, local community people...the 
community liaison officer in dublin City Coun-
cil, about the walls and the structures, glass 
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windows etc that would encourage 
people to come in and go out and 
come and have discussions. At the 
same time, if you went to the Clon-
skeagh mosque, which is funded by 
the dubai government, it’s a sub-
stantial amount of funding they get.
CF: So there are conditions attached?

AH: Yes, it makes sense. If the Irish 
government came and said we give 
you this money, there would be condi-
tions attached. every bit of money 
that we raise, sometimes people come 
and say I’m going to put €2-3m aside 
for you and this is what you have to 
do. If it is in line with our vision and 
our ethos, then fabulous. If not, then 
we try to negotiate. We say, look it’s 
not possible, it’s not right. We insist 
on the involvement of women in the 
project, the involvement of children. 
We want to make the mosque a place 
where Muslims particularly, because 
a mosque is generally for Muslims, 
but generally speaking, people, 
should feel comfortable to come to, 
particularly women and children. We 
have set aside for example in this 
structure, one third of the mosque is 
for women.
CF: Separate from men?

AH: Obviously. segregation is 
something that is part and parcel of 
our culture. 
CF: Okay, i understand

AH: Not in the sense that women 
are lower than men but in the sense 
that women have the right to have 
that space for privacy. If they want 
to take off their scarf, sit down… 

There is a library, there is a crèche 
facility for women. If a woman comes 
with a child and wants to spend some 
time worshipping, she can put the 
child in the crèche. If two parents 
come and they want to spend some 
time worshipping, there is a crèche, 
there is a park for family days.
CF: this is not specifically for Mus-
lims?

AH: Of course not
CF: So if i wanted to go into these 
areas, do i have to be covered?

AH: No, you wouldn’t.
CF: So it’s for everyone in Clongrif-
fin here?

AH: If I said I was building a church, 
a Catholic church, Protestants 
wouldn’t go there to pray. It’s obvi-
ously for Catholics. You would not 
expect Jews to go pray there, would 
you? so I’m building a mosque. It’s 
expected that people who would want 
to worship would be Muslims who 
want to worship there, not Christians. 
But in a general sense, there is a 
library, a conference hall, a restau-
rant, swimming pools, gym, schools.
CF: What kind of schools will they be?

AH: What do you mean what kind 
of schools? One that teaches educa-
tion.
CF: What’s going to be taught 
there?

AH: Irish curriculum. We are not 
asking for special status or special 
schools.
CF: i’m asking because there is little 

taking us a longer time because we 
are not a small group. We are not a 
monolithic group. There are many 
people with many different ideas. It 
took us about three years to come 
up with the plan. 
CF: it looks great.

AH: Because we went around talk-
ing to women. do you need a crèche? 
What do you think if we put in a 
gym? What do you think of a swim-

ming pool? There was a lot of con-
sultation, almost two years. Then 
one year with the architects and the 
council people to come up with 
something that was agreeable.
CF: how does a community raise 
€60m? that’s a huge amount. to say 
its community-led is a bit hard to 
fathom.

AH: In an Islamic situation, people 

donate. All but one mosque in Ire-
land [Clonskeagh] and most in the 
uK, are community funded. 
CF: From outside the country?

AH: No, community, locally funded. 
There is no money coming in from 
abroad from anywhere.
CF: So you believe there is €60m 
within the Muslim community in 
ireland for this?

AH: I think we can raise it, yes. Not 
in Ireland. It could be a combination 
of Ireland and the uK, maybe europe, 
maybe America, the Middle east.
CF: So this is what i have been 
asking. You will have outside 
contributions? €60m is a huge 
amount to raise. You would need to 
have some pretty high-rolling 
benefactors. So you are deciding 
where the money comes from?

AH: We have set principles. We 
have set ideas about what we want 
to do. There are things we can’t 
compromise on.
CF: Like?

AH: The role of women in the 
mosque. Giving priority to girls’ 
education in schools rather than the 
boys. How we will do it is a different 
thing. Things like priority to women, 
to kids, priority to health, interac-
tion, openness etc. We want to make 
decisions openly, unlike bureaucra-
cies. We aren’t a very big organisa-
tion, We have a membership of about 
4,000-5,000 throughout Ireland.
CF: What is the long-term plan? 

You can go 
on the CRO 

and find all their 
names and 
addresses


