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I think you’re being very hostile when 
there’s no need. Am I? But I’m smiling

The MoS interviews the man behind Ireland’s €60m mosque. The encounter is robust, illuminating and, at times, disturbing

ambitious: Abdul Haseeb, 
with an architect’s model of the 

‘supermosque’, school and 
community centre project 

planned for NAMA lands in 
Clongriffin in north Dublin

The largest Islamic 
complex in the country

Are you going to be bussing 
Muslims from throughout Ireland 
in?

AH: This is a good location in 
terms of public transport. We have 
the DART, the buses, the M50, the 
airport. In that sense, we are situ-
ated in a location where not having 
a car isn’t a problem.
CF: What about the people who will 
say that it is very separatist? That 
maybe Muslim children should go 
to schools with other Irish children 
instead of separately? There are 
schools here that they could go to, 
there are swimming pools and 
gyms. There is housing. Why 
segregate? Why label this Islamic 
if it’s all-inclusive?

 AH: Are you Irish or British or 
what are you?
CF: I’m Irish.

AH: Why do you call yourself 
Irish? Why segregate and separate 
yourself? Why don’t you call your-
self European? Or, sorry, why not 
call yourself a global citizen? You 
are just a human being like me.
CF: I’ve asked you a question and 
you are answering it with a 
question. There would be people 
who might feel that this a way of 
separating people. That you are 
sectioning off a large area and 
dedicating it to a religion.

AH: Would they ask the same ques-
tion of Jews?
CF: That’s not answering the 

question. Do you agree or disagree?
AH: I don’t think we are segregat-

ing ourselves. 
CF: So you don’t agree.

AH: No, of course I don’t. I’m not 
segregating myself. Can I segregate 
myself by saying you are white and 
I am brown. Can I segregate myself 
by saying I am a person who calls 
himself a Muslim and you aren’t and 
there is a difference? I don’t know 
what faith you are. Do you have a 
faith at all? 
CF: I do have a faith. That’s neither 
here nor there.

AH: That’s the point. People who 
talk about segregation are them-
selves segregating.
CF: I’m certainly not doing that. I 
think I asked a question and hit a 
nerve with you.

AH: No, not at all. You see, I’m 
being cautious here. I personally 
don’t trust the Irish Daily Mail. 
Muslims normally don’t. The Irish 
Times is okay. There is responsible 
reporting there. The Irish Independ-
ent, not really that much and tab-
loids, no way.
CF: Okay. Well, I can’t change 
anything you say.

AH: You take my words and twist 
them.
CF: No, that’s why I bring a tape. To 
be fair, you have never had an 
experience with me. I’m here to 
ask questions that are fair, ques-
tions that should be asked.

AH: Fair enough. I’m giving you 
the benefit of the doubt.
CF: I’m here to ask questions that 
should be asked. This is a huge 
project and…

AH: One of the first things you 
said to me was, ‘Oh, you have spies 
out there’, so that gives me a notion 
that you are coming with a mindset 
that we are terrorists, insidious, 
segregationists…
CF: Sorry, can you give me a 
chance to speak? I was joking last 
Friday and in the same turn when I 
came here tonight, you joked about 
beheading me.

AH: That was a joke.
CF: Mine was a joke too. It works 
both ways.

AH: People accuse us of… 
CF: I haven’t once accused you of 
anything.

AH: But you write that in the 
paper.
CF: I haven’t written anything.

AH: Would you acknowledge that 
in your paper? Would you write that 
Muslims experience Islamophobia 
on a regular basis?
CF: You can’t tell me what to write. 
At this stage I’m here on an 
exploratory basis. I came to find 
out about the mosque.

AH: You’re basically finding out 
whether you can take a point and 
turn it and twist it to sell your paper.
CF: I think you are being very 
hostile when there is no need.

AH: Am I? I’m smiling.
CF: I think you are jumping the 
gun now. I haven’t said anything 
that would...

AH: Oh, of course, you haven’t said 
anything…
CF: I have to ask questions.

AH: So ask questions. I’m answer-
ing aren’t I? About segregation.
CF: And you have told me that you 
don’t agree that this is a form of 
segregation.

AH: I have explained to you that 
we have designed it so it encourages 
people to come.
CF: And I have accepted that. 
That’s fine. The €60m is 
 community-led? From Muslims 
inside and outside the country?

AH: Wherever.
CF: The group that is behind this? 
Apart from you, who are they?

AH: What do you mean who?
CF: The individuals in the Dublin 
Welfare Society

AH: You can go on the CRO and 
find all their names and addresses, 
probably phone numbers. They are 
members of the community who 

run businesses or who have retired, 
who have taught in universities and 
colleges. Just normal people.
CF: You are the spokesperson?

AH: Yes.
CF: And are you involved with the 
Dublin Welfare Society?

AH: The Dublin Welfare Society is 
a charitable organisation, regis-
tered in Ireland as a charity. It has 
been two years now. There are 
directors and volunteers, who are 
not on the list, such as myself, who 
work with other groups and we 
developed this idea. It has been 
brewing for about seven years.
CF: What is your relationship with 
the other mosques in Dublin? What 
are you preaching that is different.

AH: Nothing. We are doing the 
same thing. We are praying to the 
same God, reading the same Quran. 
We follow the same Prophet.
CF: You have relationships with 
them? Was there consultation over 
this?

AH: Of course. Yes.
CF: I spoke to the imam in Milltown 
and he disagreed. He said he had 
no idea about who was behind this 
or what the plans were.

AH: No, the imam in Milltown we 
don’t have a relationship with.
CF: Do you want to tell me why not?

AH: I don’t want to talk about it. 
He must have had the chance to talk 
about us and he must have said 
things. To be honest, I have never 
spoken to the guy because we are on 
totally different wavelengths.
CF: Why? Can you clarify?

AH: I don’t think I want to talk about 

this issue to a paper… to a tabloid.
CF: He is very concerned about 
who is behind this.

AH: Yeah, yeah, he should be. I 
expect him to be concerned because 
he is Shia. He is Shia, who follows the 
same sect as Iranians and he is enti-
tled to do that. He is entitled to his 
opinion. We are clear with the reve-
nue. We are clear with the local peo-
ple. We are clear with our members. 
We have a clear conscience that we 
do not promote violence. We do not 
promote separatist or segregationist 
views. We promote empowerment of 
women. We try and work with chil-
dren. We do not have a lot of 
resources. Almost €50,000 was spent 
on planning permission and archi-
tects’ fees. We don’t have a lot to 
show for it. However, we work at  
grassroots level. We don’t have a big 
mosque so we don’t have a big voice.
CF: Yet?

AH: Yet.
CF: So you are Sunni?

AH: Yes, we are under the Sunni 
sect and this will obviously be a 
Sunni mosque.
CF: Is this were you and the imam 
differ?

AH: Yes. He gave you the hint to 
come here?
CF: No. The MoS has been following 
this story from the beginning, from 
the planning permission stage. I 
don’t know much about it. I had to 
put what he said about it to you.

AH: He’s entitled to his opinion. He 
is an imam. He could find out exactly 
who I am, exactly where I live. He 
could phone me but he doesn’t. I’m not 
going to tell you I’m concerned about 
him and all that stuff. I would pick up 
the phone. That is the way to do things, 
to give him the benefit of doubt, the 
chance to respond. 

CF: What about the imam in Clon-
skeagh, do you speak to him?

AH: Yes, we talk.
CF: Obviously yourself and the 
imam in Milltown have different 
beliefs. That’s one thing. But we also 
spoke about several individuals who 
had been invited into the country. I 
know your group has been involved 
with Muhammad Al-Arifi?

AH: No, not involved.
CF: Well you invited him over here.

AH: Over here? Who said that?
CF: Discover Islam, it’s owned by 
the Dublin Welfare Society. Arifi 
was invited to the convention centre 
in March by that organisation. 

AH: Yes, so what’s the problem 
with Muhammad Al-Arifi?
CF: He is banned from entering the 
UK for hate preaching.

AH: Can I tell you that he is also 
banned in Saudi Arabia, the Wahab-
bist government. They banned him. 
Who is the bad person here?
CF: I just have to put it to you, Mr 
Haseeb. 

AH: Yeah and I’m putting it to you.
CF: I’m not saying there is anything 
wrong with it. It is not for me to 
judge. There could be a concern 
that someone who is banned in the 
UK for obvious reasons is being 
invited here.

AH: There are other people banned 
in the UK. Let me think… Geert 
Wilders is banned.
CF: I’m not talking about him.

AH: I’m asking you. I’m giving you 

We’ve a clear 
conscience 

that we do  
not promote 
violence

THE Muslim Centre of 
Ireland, on Dublin’s north 
side, will be the largest 
Islamic religious complex 
in the State .

An Bord Pleanála last 
year granted planning 
permission for the three-
storey complex, which is 
earmarked for a six-acre 
site owned by developer 
Gerry Gannon. 

The site, which is 
situated between Father 
Collins Park and Clongrif-
fin DART station, had 
been empty since the 
collapse of the property 
market.

Costing €60m, the 
mosque complex will be 
able to cater for more 
than 3,000 people and will 
feature two minarets, a 
prayer hall, a cultural 
centre, offices, bookshop, 
a library, a mortuary, a 
crèche, and a 600-seat 

events centre. A 16-
classroom primary school 
and 12-classroom second-
ary school will also be 
built, as well as a state-of-
the-art fitness centre with 
swimming pool, gym and 
11 two-bedroom apart-
ments.

The entire complex will 
be 5,573sq.m in size and 
will be able to cater for 
600 worshippers for 
Friday prayers.

Clongriffin mosque will 
be the third purpose-built 
mosque in Ireland. The 
other two are in Ballyhau-
nis, Co. Mayo and at the 
Islamic Cultural Centre of 
Ireland in Clonskeagh, 
Dublin.

A condition of the 
planning permission is 
that the call to prayer is 
not audible outside the 
Mosque area.
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