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an example. He was coming from Ireland and 
he was banned. He was banned from entering 
for encouraging racism against non-white peo-
ple. This was a few years back. There is another 
guy who denies the holocaust, he was prevented 
from speaking in Trinity. Not that I support him. 
Just because Arifi is a Muslim and he is a Sunni 
and someone who is vehemently opposed to Shia 
ideology and he might have said a few things 
here and there wrong. 
CF: Incendiary things?

AH: Yeah. But that doesn’t mean I totally excom-
municate him unless he says it in a way that is 
very clearly sectarian or very clearly hurtful to a 
lot of people. But if someone academically puts a 
point forward, doesn’t mean that I should excom-
municate him. Just because he was banned in UK 
doesn’t mean he is a bad person.
CF: Some of the things he has said would not be 
welcomed in this country. These are delicate 
times. 

AH: That’s not for me to say.
CF: You don’t think there is a problem with 
inviting him here?

AH: No. He wouldn’t come here to preach hate 
anyway.
CF: Okay, can I ask you about your invitation to 
Adel al Kalbani?

AH: Yes. We were working with an organisa-
tion and we were hoping to raise the profile of 
this project. They invited him and we said fine, 
no problem. Terms and conditions were that he 
was not allowed to say anything, you know…
CF: Whether he says it here or not, he has said 
it before, which means he represents some-
thing that isn’t conducive to a peaceful society.

AH: Obama… President Barack Obama, with 
his approval, thousands of people lose their 
lives every year, yet he was welcomed here by 
the Taoiseach… by the Irish people.
CF: I’m assuming you didn’t welcome him?

AH: No. You tell me. 
CF: No, I’m asking you.

AH: You have an Israeli ambassador who sup-
ported the slaughter of 1,400 civilians in the 
Gaza strip yet he is allowed to stay here, is given 
diplomatic immunity.
CF: I’m not here to ask you about the Israeli 
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guy, be allowed to put an article in 
the Daily Mail saying we should 
prevent Obama coming to Ireland, 
we should expel the Israeli ambas-
sador, because they support the 
killing of civilians?
CF: I don’t understand the rel-
evance.

AH: Are you judging me?
CF: No I’m asking questions 
because they were the ones that 
jumped out at me and in discus-
sions with my colleagues about 
this project, the legitimate 
questions related to the funding 
and the type of preaching, 
individuals who will be invited 
over. I’m assuming the UK and 
Switzerland don’t just ban anyone.

AH: Well, you see I have to make 
a point here about UK government 
policy. Its quite draconian the way 
they are treating Muslims, vilify-
ing Islam and Muslims left, right 
and centre. Theresa May brought 
in this thing of revoking British 
citizenship for people who went to 
Syria. I’m disagreeing with the 
guys who go and fight in Syria but 
I’m saying someone who genuinely 
wants to help refugees, why are 
you tarnishing them as terrorists, 
as extremists? For simply going 
and donating money or helping?
CF: So you would condemn people 
going to fight in Syria?

AH: No, I haven’t condemned. I 
would disagree, I would say don’t 
fight. Although it is your fight. You 
want to help the poor, you want to 
protect the weak because the UN 
and NATO and all these armies have 
failed to protect the lives of civilians 
and they have failed to remove 
Assad. Anyone who wants to go and 
help and protect their families is 
tarnished. They can’t go and help.
CF: When you say help, what do 
you mean? Do you mean fight?

AH: Food, water, protection.
CF: So you don’t mean take up arms?

AH: I mean take up arms if you 
have to defend yourself. Is that 
wrong? I’m asking the Irish people. 
Is it wrong to defend? Who are the 
biggest producers of weapons? The 
M16s the AK47s? Arabs may have 
created chaos but they did it with 
the weapons provided by the West. 
Civilians lose their lives. If they 
are white and Christian, the entire 

world rises up. If they are non-
white, Muslims, they turn their 
heads and talk about resolutions. 
We have seen three wars in the 
Gaza strip and nothing happens. If 
it was the Palestinians bombing the 
Israelis, the entire world would 
stand up in arms.

Can the people tell me how is a 
person who approves the killing of 
civilians given a Nobel peace prize? 
Whereas the man who says, I’m 
going to defend my family, I’m 
going to fight for these people… 
Would the Irish people call Patrick 
Pearse, Michael Collins, would they 
call them terrorists or freedom 
fighters? I’m asking your readers. 
When I define freedom, does that 
mean that a woman, she is okay to 
take off her clothes but she is not 
okay to choose to cover herself? 
Why do Muslims always have to 
justify their actions?
CF: I don’t think that’s fair

AH: Why am I constantly asked, as 
a Muslim, do you support Isis? But 
nobody asks a non-Muslim guy if he 
supports the American war, the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine. Do 
you support mass arms production?
CF: Do you support ISIS?

AH: Of course not.
CF: If one of your brothers said he 
was going to Syria to fight, what 
would you do?

AH: I would do all I could to stop 
it. We want to foster an ethos of 
negotiating through dialogue, 
through the ballot box.
CF: Then you invite Muhammad al-
Arifi over, who talks about jihad?

AH: Muhammad al-Arifi is not a 
person who would say go fight 
willy nilly. I disagree with that.
CF: So it’s okay for him to say to 
fight in certain circumstances?

AH: Jihad, as an Islamic concept 
of fighting, I say is part of Islam. 
Which means that I have the right 
to get up and fight for something 
that I feel is just. Maybe you disa-
gree with it.
CF: It’s neither here nor there 
what I think.

AH: Jihad is part of Islam. Fight-
ing is part of Islam. But that doesn’t 
mean I go and fight willy nilly, that 
I find a non-Muslim and kill him.
CF: So when is it okay?

AH: Under some circumstances 

its okay to fight. Like with a tyrant 
like Assad refusing to negotiate 
and talk. Under the circumstances 
where you have Sisi in Egypt, sup-
ported by the entire West, sup-
pressing the civilians.
CF: I’m trying to understand what 
you are saying regarding fighting…

AH: I’m finding it hard that you 
can’t understand. You are a jour-
nalist.

CF: I don’t think anyone should 
kill in any circumstance.

AH: I agree.
CF: But you are telling me that in 
certain circumstances its okay, 
when it’s jihad, which involves 
killing.

AH: Which invokes self-defence, 
which involves killing. But would 
you ask the Israeli ambassador the 
same question, the American 
ambassador?
CF: You can’t answer a question 
with another one. The Israeli 
ambassador is not here. He isn’t 
building this mosque.

AH: I’m entitled to answer the way 
I see fit. I’m finding it hard to under-
stand that you are asking me a cer-
tain set of questions and you aren’t 
asking the British or Americans.
CF: They aren’t building this 
mosque.

AH: They are building military 
bases.
CF: This is not my story for the 
week. You are coming at me with 
so many points that are irrelevant 
to what I came here to talk about.

AH: What is irrelevant to you 
Ma’am?
CF: The Israeli ambassador is 
irrelevant to this. It’s not relevant 
to the story.

AH: Yes but it is relevant to me. I 
don’t support fighting anywhere. I 
wish every country in the word 
would dismantle their weapons of 
mass destruction, remove their 
armies and disarms their police and 
put unarmed police on the street like 
in Ireland, where I respect a police 
officer to come to me without a 
weapon. I respect him or her for that. 
You are comparing Syria to Ireland.

CF: I never once compared the 
two

AH: Do you support war in Syria? 
Would you like to live in a place 
where you are not allowed to write 

Why am I constantly 
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ambassador, Mr Haseeb.
AH: No, of course you aren’t. But 

you can’t hide behind, ‘I’m not here 
to ask you about that.’
CF: I’m not hiding behind any-
thing. I’m not the one planning to 
build a mosque… a supermosque.

AH: And I’m not the one writing 
the article, you are.
CF: Yes and there will be concerns 
regarding whom you plan to invite 
into your mosque and what they 
will be saying.

AH: With the article you can raise 
an understating or you can raise 
the level of anxiety and hatred 
toward Muslims.
CF: The only mention of the word 
hatred has been by you. You are 
saying it and I haven’t mentioned it.

AH: You just did.
CF: There are legitimate questions 
about the fact that these organisa-
tions [which are owned by the 
Dublin Welfare Society] have been 
inviting people in who are banned 
in other countries for what they 
have been preaching. They are 
connected to a supermosque that 
is being built in Ireland. And you 
will continue to invite these people 
in, as far as I can tell.

AH: No. If we have an objection to 
something they have to say, that is 
subjected to that point. It is not 
taken to tarnish their entire life. If 
someone says something that you 
don’t agree with, are you going to 
tarnish their entire life? If your 
husband, I don’t know if you are 
married, if your father or your 
mother does something wrong, it 
doesn’t mean they are a totally bad 
person, does it? You don’t give them 
the benefit of the doubt?
CF: I understand your point but 
this is someone who consistently…

AH: This is sensationalist.
CF: No, it’s not. I have to ask you 
the questions, Mr Haseeb. It would 
be sensationalist if I just wrote 
things and didn’t ask you about 
them. I’m putting it to you, which 
is the fair way to do it. You are giv-
ing me an answer and if you have 
anything further to offer, I’m 
happy take that on board. At the 
moment I am very unclear about 
who is paying for this.

AH: I just told you. The commu-
nity.
CF: Who?

AH: People.
CF: €60m?

AH: Yes, €60m.
CF: From your community here?

AH: Yes.
CF: I think people will find that 
very hard to believe.

AH: If it’s hard to believe, that’s 
up to people.
CF: Can I ask how much have you 
raised to date?

AH: We have raised and spent 
€150,000. You can see that in our 
accounts.
CF: So you are a long way off?

AH: Yes, of course, we are a long 
way off. It’s a dream project. It 
may come true, it may not come 
true. I just told you that. I’m not 
saying its an easy-peasy job.
CF: And Mr Gannon [NAMA tycoon 
Gerry], have you met him in person?

AH: Yes he is gentleman. He is a 
nice guy.
CF: Has he any concerns about this?

AH: You would have to ask him
CF: I get the feeling you have 

become quite hostile toward me 
now. I’m only asking questions.

AH: Absolutely not. Feel free to 
ask the questions but I have a right 
to answer.
CF: I have given you every opportu-
nity but you keep answering with a 
question, which isn’t an answer.

AH: Okay, give me a question that 
deserves an answer.
CF: So you don’t think the ques-
tions about who you are inviting in 
deserve an answer?

AH: No, because its ridiculous.
CF: I think a lot of people would 
disagree.

AH: Okay, would I, as a Muslim 

Would the 
Irish people 

call Patrick 
Pearse a 
terrorist?


