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human cost: 
A Syrian refugee 
waits with her 
baby after fleeing 
across the Turkish 
border to escape 
from ISIS

what you want? You are not allowed 
to criticise the government, the king 
or whoever? The cousin of a Saudi 
friend of mine was put in prison 
because he tweeted support for the 
Palestinians during the war. He got 
15 years, for one tweet. Now you tell 
me. On one hand I have fellow Mus-
lims who are turning more and more 
violent. On the other hand, I have 
fellow human beings who may not 
share the same beliefs that I have 
and they are becoming more and 
more hostile towards me and my fel-
low Muslims, because of the other 
Muslims becoming more and more 
violent. 

On the other side I have govern-
ments who call themselves Muslim 
Islamic governments who use the 
same terminology, the same prayers 
and language on the surface, but 
whose actions are anti-Islam. On the 
other hand, I have the Western gov-
ernments who use the language of 
freedom, democracy, supporting 
these dictators. So what do I do? I’m 
powerless in a sense that I can’t 
bring about change. So I have a 
dream, as a community, to do some-
thing as an example for other areas. 
Something that might be a role 
model for others.
CF: What is the time frame on this?

AH: If we have €60m we can fin-
ish in three years. It depends on 
money. The money… we speak to 
larger groups that are community 
led, in the UK, in the US and we 
share information. They have 
expressed interest, through their 
members, in raising the money for 
us. And so on and so forth. We are 
constantly in discussion with other 
groups. It is a question of every-

thing falling into place.
CF: But the hope is that it will go 
ahead?

AH: Yes.
CF: What is your occupation out

side of this?
AH: I work in print and design.

CF: How long have you been in 
Ireland?

AH: 12 years.
CF: Where are you from?

AH: India.
CF: What part?

AH: North.
CF: No place?

AH: If I give you the name of the 
village, would you be able to know 
where it is?
CF: I don’t really know anything 
about you. You are the man behind 
a massive project. Whereabouts in 
India?

AH: You know Delhi? Near there.
CF: What brought you to Ireland?

AH: There was a recruitment 
exhibition in India and I was doing 
management studies there. I got 
recruited by a company that had 
branches in the UK and Ireland. So 
I chose Ireland.
CF: This must take up a lot of your 
time?

This is not just bricks and cement. 
We are building a community. You 
have to invest a lot of love and care. 
Most of my time is spent on build-
ing the community.
CF: Are there lots of Muslims in Clon
griffin? How did you end up here?

AH: Availability of space. No spe-
cific reason.
CF: Okay, I need to go and digest 
this. Thanks for your time.

AH: Look, I know there are Mus-
lims who will say, ‘Oh I support ISIS 

in Ireland. I support terrorism.’
CF: No one has said that to me.

AH: They haven’t come out, no?
CF: Well, nobody would.

AH: I have known people who 
have done that before. There will 
be people who will come out and 
say these things to you. Then there 
will be people who will totally deny 
it. They will say, ‘Oh no, we don’t 
support terrorism, everything is 
fine.’ The reality is that none of the 
Sunni mosques, I don’t know about 
the Shia, none of the Sunni mosques 
in Ireland supports ISIS or violence 
or terrorism.
CF: Well no one is going to go on 
the record to a journalist and say 
they do support terrorism.

AH: No, but they don’t. I know it 
from our sermons, our meetings, 
our discussions with people, the 
imams in Clonskeagh, South Circu-
lar Road and other places. We dis-
cuss every now and then and we 
know. This is our concern. We want 
to make it clear that what ISIS is 
doing is wrong.
CF: This is why I asked you about 
those particular speakers you 
asked over. There are moderate 
preachers and then there are ones 
that are questionable and quite 
extremist, so one would wonder 
why you would take someone like 
that in to talk to your congregation 
if you are so antiterrorism.

AH: I find that very….unfair. It’s 
unfair to say, ‘Oh you are a moder-
ate Muslim and I like you and you 
aren’t a moderate Muslim, so…’
CF: I don’t say that.

AH: I know. This is the way the 
narrative has evolved. In the UK 
for example, the government will 

fund a so-called moderate Muslim, 
and they would attack a so-called 
radical. Whereas this radical, who 
appears to be radical, the differ-
ence between him and him is that 
this guy is not a lick-a***.
CF: What would you define your 
self as, between those two?

AH: I’m just a Muslim who is trying 
to get by, looking after his family.
CF: I know you are being very 
careful about what you say to me 
because you don’t want to be 
labelled a certain way

AH: You can label me whatever 
way you want.
CF: No, I won’t. I just don’t feel I 
know a lot about what your beliefs 
would be.

AH: Beliefs about what?
CF: For example, do you believe 
that women should be covered at 
all times, segregated from men?

AH: The issue of segregation… it 
has its place and it doesn’t have its 
place. For example, I believe that 
women should have the right to 
come to the mosque and teach men. 
They have the right to go to univer-
sity and teach. However, the issue 
of covering, I believe they should 
cover as well as men should. 
Women as well as men should not 
wear clothes that are provocative, 
promiscuous and so on, in line with 
the Quranic teachings and Islamic 
teachings. I believe they both have 
their roles to play. As Muslims I 
don’t think Islam defines men and 
women in terms of gender. It 
doesn’t look at them as unequal. 
But Islam views men and women 
as individuals as both of them have 
opportunities and similar amounts 
of threats and opportunities to get 
closer to God. From that point of 
view my wife, for example, has the 
advantage to be a wife and a mother 

and the position of a mother in 
Islam is higher than that of a man. 
I don’t have that opportunity. On 
the other hand, I have the opportu-
nity to go and earn a living because 
I am physically stronger. I can pro-
vide support and protection. But 
that is a physical difference. In 
reality, when we connect to God, a 
woman and a man are no different.
CF: Okay. Earlier [before the 
interview started] you talked about 
conkers being thrown at your car 
by kids. Is this an opportunity for 
your community to live at ease a 
bit more, is that part of it?

AH: I will tell you the positive 
side of it. With the planning per-
mission, the fact that the city coun-
cil and the locals here were 
supportive, that for me is progress. 
That a person who is not Islamic is 
able to come in and sit down and 
have a conversation with me. The 
fact that we did that is a good thing. 
That is the positivity that we want 
to go forward with. We are in the 
project because we want to build a 
community that is inclusive, that is 
tolerant – again I don’t like to use 
[that word] – more understanding.
CF: What’s wrong with simply 
integrating into the society that 
we have here in Ireland as it is?

AH: Explain to me, since you have 
used the word integrate, explain to 
me what does integration mean?
CF: Living as one, going to the 
same schools, going…

AH: We do that already.
CF: So why build something 
separate and label it something 
that is separate?

AH: The Irish Constitution pro-
vides us that right. We are entitled 
and everyone is entitled. 
CF: I’m not saying you aren’t.

AH: We are entitled to study in an 
environment that has a particular 
ethos. My girls go to a Catholic school 
and we were very clearly told that 
they have to attend religion classes 
and they have to study Catholicism. 
That is part of their curriculum.
CF: Are you okay with that?

AH: Of course I am. If they don’t 
study it, how else will they under-
stand?
CF: And they are obviously Muslim?

AH: Of course. 
CF: Do they get confused?

AH: Yes. There are levels of confu-
sion. But that’s part of life, learning. 
But we are not saying at this stage 
that the schools are only for Mus-
lims, just like the Catholics don’t say 
the school is only for Catholics. But 
the ethos is Catholic.
CF: What is the fundamental 
difference between Shia and 
Sunni?

AH: We believe that the prophet 
Mohammad is the Prophet who 
received the message. That’s it, 
that’s where the story ends. He is 
the final prophet and that’s it. The 
Shia have this doctrine where his 
son-in-law inherited the prophecy 
after him and that his children 
should inherit and their children.
CF: Which community is bigger in 
Ireland?

AH: The majority is Sunni. I think 
Shia are maybe 5-6,000. I don’t 
know exactly because I don’t really 
mix with them.
CF: There is crossover?

AH: Of course. There are wives 
who are Sunni and husbands Shia 
and vice versa. There has always 
been a time when people put aside 
their differences and focus on their 
commonalities.
R Why is the imam in Milltown so 
concerned about this?

AH: Why is he? He must have 
expressed the threat.
CF: No he didn’t. He was talking 
about what might be preached 
here and what they might say.

AH: I will reverse my concern. He 
wouldn’t tell you that the Shia in 
Iraq were systematically killing 
Sunnis. And I’m not talking about 
one or two killings. I’m talking 20 
lined up, shot dead, buried and 
that’s it. Fifty. Lined up and shot 
dead. And the Sunni Iraqis in Dub-
lin will tell you about that. Then the 
Shia will reverse that, ‘There are 
killings on both sides, there are vic-
tims on both sides.’ I am not saying 
Shia are bad or good or anything. 
But it has been allowed to fester. 
There is relevance here as well.
CF: Would you welcome his input?

AH: Yes. Why not. He can come 
give a talk when it opens. Obvi-
ously I have differences with him 
but that doesn’t mean I won’t invite 
him. His position as a leader, I have 
to respect that. I have to recognise 
that he is living in Ireland and it is 
not going to benefit me fighting 
with him. He said he has concerns 
about this, he must have said he 
has concerns about Clonskeagh, 
South Circular?

Sheik Muhmmad al-Arifi is banned 
by the Saudi government. He was 
banned from giving a speech for 
supporting the Morsi government? 
Why is America doing this and why 
is America quiet on that?
CF: Is alArifi banned here?

AH: No.
CF: If he was, would you respect 
that? 

AH: Of course. What else can we 
do? Not what else can we do, we 
would try to explain on his behalf. 
When I was in DIT we were going 
to attend a debate on the holocaust. 
David Irving was banned. He was 
refused by Trinity because he was 
a Holocaust denier. People who 
invited him said, well where is the 
freedom of speech?
CF: There is a difference between 
freedom of speech and hate 
speech, isn’t there?

AH: I totally agree. There is free-
dom of speech, hate speech and 
then there is a stirring speech.
CF: We will end it on that note. I 
will be back in touch. Thank you 
for your time tonight.

AH: No problem

There is hate 
speech, and 

then there is 
a stirring 
speech

Why am I constantly 
asked, as a Muslim,  
do you support Isis?  
But nobody asks a  
non-Muslim guy if he 
supports the American 
war, the Israeli army’s 
bombing in Palestine?


