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I AM
NOTA
DRUG
DEALER

THE MANSFIELD FILES

HE IS the son of the wealthy
tycoon whose family was
once Celtic Tiger royalty.

But businessman Jim
Mansfield junior has been forced
to dramatically declare: “I am
not a drug dealer.”

The son of the late Citywest king
Jim Mansfield Snr has found himself
at the centre of a garda probe into
a money trail linked to organised
crime gangs who are involved in drug
running and even murder.

It’s all a million miles from the golden
future that lay before him when his
father was a master of the proper-
ty-developing universe and he rubbed
shoulders with celebrities and dated
the late model Katy French.

Last week, outside the Bridewell Dis-
trict Court, the Celtic Tiger swagger was
gone as Jim Mansfield Jnr agreed that
it was time for him to do what his father
before him once felt compelled to do.

“We are not involved in organised
crime. We are not drug dealers,” he
told me.

Despite his repeated promises that he

would “ring later”, I was determined not
to let him escape without the opportu-
nity of putting a few key points to him.

I had been trying to track down
Mansfield for weeks, but given that he
lives at Tassagart House, a vast walled
property beside Citywest Hotel with
24-hour security on the gate, and has
a team on hand at his workplace in
Finnstown House to fob off callers, it
has been difficult.

Court
Mansfield is appearing in court in an

effort to get his driving licence back
after he was caught drunk behind the
wheel of a Porsche in 2011. He gave his
address as Coldwater Lakes at the time.
I approach him as he walks in flanked
by his blonde daughter Ingrid.

She is 21 and is a director of Finnstown
House Hotel, one of the businesses her

grandfather lost when he went into liq-
uidation, owing more than €300million
to the banks. It was bought last year by
a Dundalk businessman for €4.5million,
who then chose her and her brother
Samuel to be the new directors.

“I’m not interested in your driving
licence,” I tell him. He slows his pace
and listens intently.

“I want to talk to you about organised
crime and about the raids on your prop-
erties, your home and your business in-
terests by the Garda’s Organised Crime
Unit,” I say. “Will you co-operate with
the investigation into any involvement
you may have with organised crime?”

“I will,” he replies. “We will. There is
nothing to hide. I will phone you later.”

“Have you any involvement in organ-
ised crime?” I ask him.

“No, none, none. Tell you what, I will
phone you later,” he replies.

I continue: “Your late father once felt
it necessary to speak up and distance
himself from drug dealing. Is it time for
you to do the same now?”

He stops for an instant. “It is time. We
have nothing to do with drug dealing. I
will call you later.”

He never called.

Struggling
Four years after his father’s multi-mil-

lion business empire went wallop, he
and his brothers Tony and PJ are at-
tempting to build the Mansfield brand
again, establishing new companies and
trying to claw back the lost millions.

Since 2011, when Jim Mansfield
Snr’s HSS group of companies were
put into voluntary liquidation, owing
hundreds of millions to Nama and the
Bank of Scotland, the Mansfields have
been struggling to keep their heads
above water.

The fall has been dizzying. The list of
what has been lost includes their prized

Mansfield junior denies any connection to
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gangs

SPECIAL INVESTIGATION: BY NICOLA TALLANT

THE “little thug” jailed
for life this week for the
murder of a young
Waterford man is sus-
pected of carrying out a
series of robberies while
out on bail, a source has
revealed.

William Moran (20),
from Connolly Place in
Waterford, was jailed for
life on Thursday for what
he described himself as
an “American History
X” attack on father-of-
one Martin ‘Skip’ Brophy
in May 2012.

Moran kicked and
punched Mr Brophy
numerous times before
placing his teeth over a
metal step and stamping
on the back of his head,
in a scene reminiscent
of the Hollywood film
about a neo-nazi.

The court heard he
carried out the attack
after his cousin told him
on the phone he’d give
him drugs and drinks if
he attacked Mr Brophy
on his behalf.

Moran has shown no
remorse for the murder
and was smirking in
court during the trial.

The day he got out on
bail for the killing he
was seen drinking in
public and laughing and
joking.

Boasted
“You’d swear he didn’t

have care in the world,”
said a source. “He has
shown absolutely no re-
morse for what he did.”

Moran was also sus-
pected of carrying out
a number of robberies
while out on bail.

He even boasted about
the killing on Facebook
afterwards. He wrote: “I
gave that fella an old bad
one. He said he was gon-
na slit my cousin’s throat
− I think he is dead no
word of a lie”.

During the trial, Key
witness Gavin Walsh
(21), said: “He started
kicking him severely in
the head. He dragged
him up to the metal thing
and put his teeth on it.

“He said ‘this is out of
American History X’, a
film, and then stamped
on his head.”

In a victim impact state-
ment Mr Brophy’s sister
Trina said: “I still hear
the screams after hearing
the news that Martin was
dead. The heartbreak in
dad’s eyes has stuck with
me and will do for the
rest of my life.”

Mr Brophy’s father
Michael said: “There is
nothing to be celebrated.
There are no winners or
losers. A young man who
is a little thug has gone
to prison.”
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