16 Special Report

The Sunday Business Post
July 16, 2017

‘‘

For him, the
end times are
not to be feared,
but welcomed.
‘Jehovah’s
Witnesses are
not afraid,’ he
says. ‘In fact, it
excites us

S

tephen Taylor is the overseer
for circuit three of Ireland’s five
Jehovah’s Witnesses circuits. This
year, he is also the chairman of
the organisation’s annual convention. Last Friday morning, he
was standing in front of a crowd
of 6,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses –
that is to say, virtually every single one of them
in Ireland – giving a lecture on endurance.
Indeed, endurance is the very theme of this
year’s conference; and not without very good
reason, as Taylor points out, in an increasingly turbulent modern world, torn by war and
famine and terrorism.
But for Jehovah’s Witnesses, such horrors are
in fact a good sign – a sign that the world has
entered the end times and that God is about
to intervene to save the faithful.
Taylor directs the congregation to a chapter
from the Bible (to be specific, Hebrews, chapter

’’

10, verses 36 to 39) which illustrates his point.
“For you need endurance, so that after you
have done the will of God, you may receive the
fulfilment of the promise,” he recited. “For yet
a very little while and the one who is coming
will arrive and will not delay.”
To bolster his point, Taylor introduces a video
from Anthony Morriss III, one of the global
governing council of the Jehovah’s Witnesses
in New York – effectively one of the religion’s
highest cardinals.
On the video, Morriss applauds his fellow
Witnesses for their hard work throughout the
year, not least in helping to build a new, plush
headquarters on more than 100 acres of land
in upstate New York.
“However, other things that have taken place
in the last year haven’t been so positive,” he
warns in the video. “We know you have been
watching, that there have been natural disasters, disease epidemics, political unrest,

Convention chairman Stephen Taylor gives a lecture on endurance last week at Don’t Give
Up!, Ireland’s annual convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses, at Citywest Hotel in Dublin


murderous attacks, and terrorist strikes in one
place after another.
“Perhaps you have personally experienced
ill health, economic challenges, the loss of a
loved one in a death, or opposition to the stand
you are taking as a true Christian.
“Drawing close to our heavenly Father
will aid us in the stability and the strength
to overcome the most daunting obstacle, and
strengthening our loyalty to Jehovah now is
essential to remain loyal during future tests,

including the upcoming great tribulation.”
The crowd applauds loudly, if politely.
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espite their small numbers – just over
6,000 members in Ireland, and eight
million worldwide – everyone knows
a little bit about Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Most people are aware that they travel door
to door to talk about God, or that they exude a
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slightly unworldly and pious air, or that they
eschew smoking and voting and refuse blood
transfusions. But all that only scratches the surface of an organisation that has grown swiftly
in size in the last 30 years.
What few people know is that Jehovah’s
Witnesses are an insular, self-contained community that can often be ruthless in rooting out
members who fail to live up to its standards.
Most Irish people are entirely unaware of the
depth and fervency of their doctrinal beliefs

