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The Irish Times is being sued 
by its Rome correspondent in 
an Italian labour court for 
tens of thousands of euros 
after his employment with 
the newspaper was 
terminated acrimoniously 
after 31 years, writes Mark 
Tighe.

Paddy Agnew, who is still
listed as the newspaper’s 
Rome correspondent on its 
website, has not written for 
the newspaper since last 
March. Recent stories 
published by The Irish Times 
concerning Italy were 
provided by Reuters or the 
Associated Press agencies. 

Agnew, author of the book
Forza Italia: A Journey In 
Search of Italy and its 
Football, has written for The 
Irish Times since 1986. His 
departure has upset a 
number of his former 
colleagues. He recently wrote 
to other journalists in the 
newspaper to tell them how 
his employment was 

“summarily terminated” in a 
manner that caused him both 
“angst and sadness”.

Last February 8 he met 
then editor Kevin O’Sullivan 
at his own request for what 
he thought was a normal 
meeting for a foreign 
correspondent back in 
Dublin. At the meeting, 
O’Sullivan said Agnew’s 
€50,000 salary would be cut 
to €20,000 because of the 
newspaper’s financial 
difficulties. Agnew said this 
was the first time a cut was 
raised with him.

The following day he wrote
to the editor pointing out the 
effect this would have on him 
given The Irish Times 
represented 90% of his 
income. A month later 
O’Sullivan phoned him to say 
the cut would be to €15,000. 
He said Deirdre Veldon, the 
Irish Times’s managing 
editor, then wrote to him to 
say the paper needed to end 
its arrangement with him 

from March 31. “Her letter 
offered no contract/salary/
payment at all,” wrote Agnew. 
“Zero. Three weeks notice at 
the end of 31 years.”

After Agnew wrote to Liam
Kavanagh, managing director 
of The Irish Times, and some 
board members to complain 
about his treatment he was 
offered a new contract. This 
required up to six articles a 
week for €500, global 
exclusivity, a renunciation of 
all his employment rights and 
an ex gratia payment of 
€50,000.

Agnew rejected this and a
later 18% improved offer 
because “they did not 
represent a fair severance 
settlement in view of a 
pensionless future”. Both 
contracts “required roughly 
double the work for 50% of 
the salary”. 

He said he did not write for
the paper after March in the 
absence of an agreement. 
This prompted the 

Irish Times in court fight with axed reporter
newspaper to say that 
because he had “turned 
down assignments” it was 
forced to “terminate” the 
relationship.

Agnew said it was 
“staggering” to discover after 
31 years reporting on 
earthquakes, floods, volcanic 
eruptions, Popes, three 
World Cups, five European 
Championships, three G7/8s, 
mafia cases, Berlusconi and 
his “bunga bunga”, and much 
else besides, that “one was 
never ‘employed’ ”.

He said his Italian lawyer
advised him that the 
newspaper had incurred 
“serious liabilities” to him 
given that “a verbal contract 
resulted in a modest salary” 
with no provision for 
pension or social welfare 
contributions. 

Last week neither 
Kavanagh nor Paul O’Neill, 
the new editor of The Irish 
Times, responded to requests 
for comment. 

The Church of Scientology is seeking
to raise $100,000-$500,000 (€85,000-
€415,000) from members to support
the establishment of its new base in
Firhouse, southwest Dublin.

Correspondence obtained by former
Scientologists reveals the church is plan-
ning to open the centre in the next month
as a base for up to 250 members. Promo-
tional material states it wants to “clear
Ireland”.

David Miscavige, the head of the
movement, is expected to attend the
official opening. 

The church, which is based on a
pseudo science, aims to “clear” the
planet by eradicating every person’s
“reactive mind”. L Ron Hubbard, its
founder, wrote that a portion of the
human brain is responsible for causing
ailments ranging from asthma to heart
problems, but his could be “cleared”
though the process of dianetics and
auditing. 

The church, whose members include
the actor Tom Cruise and actress Elisa-
beth Moss, recently bought the Victory
Centre, a modern Christian church with a
1,300-seater auditorium, for about €6m.
Irish Scientologists, who opened a new
office in Dublin’s Merrion Square last
year, have refused to answer questions
about the centre.

The building will be an “Ideal Org”
where Scientologists will study and
counsel new recruits. 

The purchase and 
refurbishment of the centre
were funded by the Inter-
national Association of
Scientologists, but money
was required to support the
“logistics” of setting up a 250-
strong Ideal Org.

In the fundraising literature issued
last month, the church said it was estab-
lishing an “Adventurers Club” for up to
100 members who were required to
donate $1,000-$5,000.

“The sponsorship will support the
training and relocation of the auditors
that will staff Dublin Ideal Org,” it said.
“When the donation is received, the new
Adventurers Club member will receive a
signed membership certificate (plus a
copy to Ethics file) and a shamrock pin to
validate your support of Ireland. 

“Ireland has more auditors in training
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at Flag [the Scientology HQ in Clearwa-
ter, Florida] than any other Class V Org
on the planet,” the literature said. “This
Org is like no other. It has never been
done — to turn a small mission into a big,
booming Ideal Org in such a short time
period. To ensure it takes off after open-
ing, a command team of veteran Sea Org

members is in training in LA as we
speak, and they are on target.”

The letter describes Ireland as
“strategic” and “the stepping
stone into Europe”. The country
has “comm lines that even the
USA does not have”, it stated,
adding that Hubbard lived in
Ireland in 1956 and the nation
was “very pro-USA”. 

Other Irish promotional
material states: “After the

ribbon falls, it’s expansion and
delivery at whole new levels.

Ideal Orgs serve as centres
for clearing at awe-inspiring
numbers, with student points

and well done auditing
hours at levels barely dreamed of
previously.”

The former Victory Centre is in
the process of undergoing exten-

Moss and Cruise are among 
the high-profile members of 
the Church of Scientology

This weekend, the 
department said the 
archaeologist’s use of the 
word “concerns” in the letter 
to Unesco was “merely a 
figure of speech” and it
was not “worried or 
apprehensive” about the 
project.

“The department has 
merely asked TII to ensure 
that the outstanding 
universal value of the world 
heritage site is taken into 
account in the initial 
constraints study for the 
proposal. The department is 
obliged to keep Unesco 

Unesco alert over Slane bypass plan
The Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
told Unesco last month that it 
has raised concerns with 
transport authorities in 
relation to the revived plan 
for a bypass of Slane, near
the Boyne Valley world 
heritage site.

In a letter to the UN 
cultural organisation released 
under freedom of 
information laws, a senior 
archaeologist said the 
department had “stressed 
[its] concerns regarding the 
preservation of the 
outstanding universal value 
of the property” at a meeting 
with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII).

TII and Meath county 
council are currently 
identifying a preferred
route for the road. 

Bru na Boinne, an area of
the Boyne Valley, contains 
the Newgrange, Knowth and 
Dowth passage tombs and is 
hailed on the Unesco website 

as “Europe’s largest and most 
important concentration of 
prehistoric megalithic art”. 

A plan to build a bypass to
the east of Slane was rejected 
by An Bord Pleanala in 2012 
on the basis that Meath 
county council had not 
demonstrated that no 
appropriate alternative was 
available. 

This weekend, TII and the
council confirmed that all 
possible routes were on the 
table as part of the route 
selection process now under 
way. The council said the 
study would include route 
options “both to the east and 
west of Slane”. 

“Outstanding universal 
value”, defined by Unesco as 
cultural or natural 
significance so exceptional 
that its “permanent 
protection is of the highest 
importance to the 
international community as a 
whole”, is the main criterion 
for obtaining and retaining 
world heritage site 
designation.

Valerie Flynn informed of the state of 
conservation,” it said. 

TII said: “Heritage is a 
critical element that has to be 
considered and, as always, it 
will be.”

Meath county council said
a preferred route would be 
identified early next year. 
Traffic management options 
will also be considered and 
compared with bypass 
options.

Ian Lumley of An Taisce, 
which has campaigned 
against the bypass, said it was 
“not justified” because of the 
proximity of the existing M1 
and M3 motorways.

Thomas Byrne, a local 
Fianna Fail TD, said: “Every 
time I cross the road in Slane I 
feel like I’m taking my life in 
my hands. Many people have 
died, many people have been 
injured over the years. Any 
proposed route for the 
bypass has been well outside 
the core area and the buffer 
area of the Unesco world 
heritage site.”
@valerie_flynn 

The protected Boyne Valley

The letter says 
Ireland is ‘the 
stepping stone 
         into Europe’

O’Brien 
a ‘top 25 
donor to 
Clintons’

Denis O’Brien has continued 
to make signficant donations 
to the Clinton Foundation 
since Hillary’s defeat in the 
US presidential election. 
New filings by the charity 
show that “Denis J O’Brien 
and Digicel” made a donation 
last spring. 

O’Brien and his mobile-
phone company have now 
contributed between $10m 
(€8.3m) and $25m to the 
charity, putting it in the top 
25 supporters. 

Other prominent Irish 
donors are Michael Smurfit, 
owner of the K Club in Co 
Kildare, and Irish Aid, the 
overseas development wing 
of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. Smurfit has donated 
between $1m and $5m, while 
Irish Aid has given $5m-$10m. 

During the presidential 
election, Donald Trump’s 
campaign questioned 
O’Brien’s reasons for 
supporting the Clinton 
Foundation. Trump also 
criticised Digicel for 
“facilitating” the building of 
a Marriott hotel in Haiti. The 
Irish businessman defended 
its construction, saying: “If you
want to get foreign investors 
to come to Haiti, they want to 
stay in a branded hotel.”

Trump’s campaign team 
circulated press articles 
about a dinner hosted in 
Dublin by O’Brien for Hillary 
Clinton in 2012, and flights 
by Bill Clinton on O’Brien’s 
jet in 2013. They also referred 
to O’Brien’s cancelled 
stockmarket flotation of 
Digicel in 2015. 

Separately emails released
to the Republican National 
Committee under freedom of 
information legislation 
revealed that in 2010 a senior 
aide to Hillary Clinton, then 
secretary of state, appeared 
to give special attention to 
O’Brien in the aftermath of 
the earthquake in Haiti 
because he was a “friend” 
of the Clintons and a “WJC 
VIP” — a William Jefferson 
Clinton VIP. 
@colincoyle
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sive refurbishment. In recent
weeks Julie Lind, using architects
Currie & Brown, applied for per-
mission for floodlights on the
GAA pitch in the centre’s
grounds. She also applied to
retain the Victory Centre sign
on the public footpath.

Company records show
Zabrina Shortt and Anita Kelly,
two well-known Irish Scientolo-
gists, established a company in June
called Church of Scientology of Dublin.
Last week this company was renamed
Church of Scientology & Community
Centre of Dublin.

The constitution of the company
stated that it was established to advance
Scientology in Ireland and elsewhere by
providing religious worship services,
public rituals and ceremonies. 

The company will advance the reli-
gion’s social mission to promote human
rights, education, rehabilitation of crimi-
nals and drug addicts, offer assistance in
conflict resolution, provide disaster relief
and “relief of suffering”. This would be
achieved by supporting charities and dis-
tributing information on Scientology to
“enlighten others”. 

The constitution also gives the com-
pany powers to raise funds and “petition
for, or promote” any Oireachtas legisla-
tion that advances its cause. 

Movement wants €415,000 from members to ensure new office in Firhouse is a success

The church bought the Victory Centre for about €6m and is converting it into an ‘Ideal Org’

Scientologists hope to ‘clear 
Ireland’ from Dublin base
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