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An Irish religious watchdog is unhappy
with a suggestion in author Dan Brown’s
latest novel that it has taken “huge”
financial donations in return for combat-
ting a cult.

Origin, by Brown, explores the Palma-
rian Church, a splinter Catholic group
with its own pope that operates from a
basilica compound in Spain. The church
has been criticised in Ireland for alleged
mistreatment of followers.

A character in Origin discovers “a
shocking trove of private documents that
outlined a brutal war that had been
waged against the Palmarian Church for
over a decade”. This war “apparently
included lawsuits, threats bordering on
blackmail, and huge donations to anti-
Palmarian watchdog groups like Palmar
de Troya Support and Dialogue Ireland”.

Mike Garde, the founder of Dialogue
Ireland, said any suggestion he had been
given financial support to lobby against
the Palmarians was untrue.

“Reading that, it would appear the
victim is the Palmarian Church, and the
aggressors are groups like myself and the
Palmarian support group, who are assist-
ing victims of the Palmarians,” Garde
said. “It gives the impression Dialogue
Ireland is making massive cash. It distorts
history and it’s a lie. It gives the impres-
sion we are not an organisation that
should be supported — that we are the
aggressors against an organisation that is
doing terrible damage.

“We are getting legal advice about it
and then we will act immediately.”

Dialogue Ireland, a registered charity
that accepts donations through its web-
site, alleges the Palmarian Church is
responsible for “elder abuse” in Ireland.

In 2015, a family accused the group of
“destroying” 84-year-old Bridget Cros-
bie, who died alone and lay undiscovered
in her Wexford home for two months.
Brown refers to Crosbie’s death in Origin.

The following year, an Irishman alleg-
edly died of a heart attack at the Palma-
rian compound in Seville, having
returned to the church following a
22-year absence.

The Palmarians’ formation dates back
to 1969 when Clemente Dominguez y
Gomez, an accountant, and Manuel
Alonso Corral, his lawyer, visited a site of
supposed religious apparitions in a field
outside Palmar de Troya, a town in
Andalusia. Dominguez denounced the
Vatican and described himself as the one
true pope.

The church had Irish involvement
from its earliest days. “There were messa-
ges published in English in 1970 destined
for an Irish readership,” said Magnus

Lundberg of Uppsala University in
Sweden, author of A Pope of Their Own.

“I have heard testimonies that at the
beginning of the 1970s there were many
Irish pilgrims at Palmar de Troya. From
around 1974, Palmarian messages were
being published in Northern Ireland.
Irish people made up the greatest single
group of the 90 bishops. They were an
international bunch, but 25% were Irish,
while only 20% were Spanish.”

In 1997, the group bought a property
on Haddon Road, Clontarf, under the
name of Manuel Corral, who “suc-
ceeded” Gregory XVII as Pope Peter II
(2005-11). The property sold in 2015 with
a market listing of €1.4m. 

In 2016, Gines Jesus Hernandez, who
became Pope Gregory XVIII following
Corral’s death, resigned as supreme pon-
tiff, renounced the Palmarian Church
and married his girlfriend. The former
pope later denied stealing the Palmarian
“popemobile”, telling a newspaper in
Spain, “it’s mine, and is in my name”. 

The Palmarian Church did not
respond to a request from The Sunday
Times for a comment about Brown’s
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book and allegations about the organisa-
tion. Transworld, Brown’s publishers,
also declined to comment. Garde said he
tried to contact Brown’s representatives
regarding the reference to Dialogue Ire-
land in Origin, but did not receive a reply.

Last October, the RTE presenter Ryan
Tubridy criticised the novelist for por-
traying Irish soccer fans as hooligans in
Origin. “I would like to ask Dan Brown
why, of all the soccer fans in all the
world, did he alight on our guys? It’s irri-
tating, it’s annoying, it’s unacceptable,”
Tubridy said.

Brown has faced legal action over his
work in the past. In 2007, the High Court
in London rejected, on appeal, claims
that the author had plagiarised the story
for his 2003 blockbuster The Da Vinci
Code, which has sold more than 80m
copies, from The Holy Blood and the Holy
Grail. The result left two authors of the
1982 book facing legal bills of about €3m.

In 2015, Brown told the Web Summit
conference in Dublin of his desire to set
a book in Ireland. “I have always been
fascinated in the conflicts that religions
cause,” he said. 

War of words over cult cash
Dialogue Ireland denies Da Vinci Code author’s claim it received ‘huge donations’ to fight Palmarians
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Dan Brown, left, 
mentions the 
Irish religious 
watchdog in 
Origin. His book 
centres on the 
Palmarian cult, 
based in a 
basilica in Palmar 
de Troya, above 

A health professional has 
warned that a course of 
vitamins given by 
scientologists to recruits at its 
new Firhouse centre, as part 
of a €1,800 “purification” 
programme, is potentially 
dangerous. 

Orla Walsh, a dietitian, has
reviewed the list of 
supplements given to Zeni 
Bundo, an Albanian who 
worked in the scientologists’ 
centre up to last November.

Bundo, 31, has claimed the
organisation treated staff 
“like slaves”, paying them 
less than the minimum wage 
and expecting them to work 
up to 15 hours a day. Bundo 
worked as a driver and cafe 
assistant for the scientologists 
but left before completing the 
purification course. He said 
he was made to take repeated 
saunas in the Firhouse 
centre, to swallow masses of 
vitamins that made him feel 
ill, and was asked personal 
questions while monitored by 
a meter. 

Walsh reviewed the 
dosages of 11 vitamins and 
supplements Bundo was told 
to take over the last five days 
of his course. “The amounts 
and dosages of vitamins 
prescribed in this case can be 
considered dangerous and 
not suitable,” she said. 

Mark Tighe Among the 11 vitamins and
supplements Bundo was told 
to take daily was vitamin A 
with 50,000 individual units 
(IU), to be consumed on day 
one. Walsh said it was 
inadvisable to ingest any 
supplement with more than 
10,000 IU of vitamin A.

Depending on the amount
taken and the duration, side 
effects of excess vitamin A 
can include “liver damage, 
dizziness, nausea, headaches,
skin issues and joint pain”.

Bundo says he wants to 
warn people not to join the 
religion, and claims locals as 
young as 15 are being 
recruited in Firhouse. 

Bundo used to drive 
scientologists arriving at 
Dublin airport to residences 
in Meath and Avon Ri in 
Wicklow, or bring them into 
Dublin for training. Bundo 
said his first month’s pay was 
just €255 cash. His weekly 
pay then ranged from €180 to 
€330. “I thought, what the 
hell is going on here?” he 
said. “They are slaving, not 
respecting the work I am 
doing.”

Bundo lived in Avon Ri, 
where the religious group has 
rented dozens of holiday 
houses for staff. One of his 
housemates was a Japanese 
woman who said she had 
spent $40,000 (€32,700) on 
attempting to go “clear”. The 
Albanian man said he often 
saw staff in tears and they 
were afraid to speak out. 

Diana Stahl, the public 
affairs director for the Church 
of Scientology’s Irish wing, 
said all the centre’s staff were 
“religious volunteers”. 

“Each volunteer makes a
religious pledge to ‘actively 
forward the work of the 
church out of a deep personal 
commitment to scientology’,” 
she said. Stahl added that the 
church complied with Irish 
laws and was a non-profit 
organisation. She described 
the purification programme 
as a religious service taken by 
members “on their own 
spiritual path” and said it was 
not a medical treatment. The 
church generally asked for a 
donation of €1,500 in return.Bundo: ‘treated like a slave’

South Quarter in Sandyford. 
The investors are suing 15 
defendants, including Laing 
O’Rourke Ireland, PJ Hegarty 
& Sons and John Paul 
Construction.

Last year Clayton and 
Mullen Jr were among a group
of investors that sued Clyde 
& Co LLP in the High Court. 
No details of that case have 
yet emerged.

In an ongoing case, Mullen
is suing Gaby Smyth, his 
former accountant, for the 
alleged loss of more than 
€11m due to unsuitable 
investment advice. This 
alleged advice related, among 
other matters, to a €3m 
investment in a “European 
hotel fund” and a €4.5m loan 
for a Romanian investment.

Mullen Jr and Acheson 
alleged that along with €7m 
investment losses, they 
incurred “significant 
liabilities” from loans issued 
to support their investments. 

In 2005 the entire U2 band
successfully sued Lola 
Cashman, their former stylist, 
to recover items such as 
Bono’s trousers, a hat and 
other memorabilia that was 
said to have been stolen. 

building would take 
advantage of views 
overlooking Ireland’s Eye and 
the Sutton-Baldoyle estuary. 
The house was given a “sand 
and cement render” with 
timber window frames to 
“create a beach-house style”.

Court records show the 
latest case is the fifth High 
Court action taken by Mullen 
Jr since 2013. 

He and bandmate Adam 
Clayton are among 200 
investors who filed a High 
Court action in August 2016 
over alleged defects in luxury 
apartments at the Beacon 

Mullen drums up another 
lawsuit over Howth home 
Larry Mullen Jr, the U2 
drummer, and his partner 
have launched a second 
High Court action for 
damages over work carried 
out at their Howth home, 
writes Mark Tighe. 

Last week Mullen Jr filed 
papers alleging breach of 
contract against Colin 
Jennings, an architect, 
Bernard Hickey, a landscape 
gardener, and Seán 
Cunningham, a landscape 
project manager. 

It is understood the legal 
case involves complaints 
about the design and work 
carried out at the couple’s 
multimillion-euro beachfront 
house in north Dublin.

The project involved 
demolishing two homes 
and replacing them with a 
1,128 sq m energy-efficient 
house with six bedrooms, 
known as Claremont Lodge.

In 2016 Mullen Jr and Ann
Acheson sued seven 
defendants involved in the 
design and construction of 
their property. Although six 
of the defendants, including 
Jennings, had solicitors come 
on-record to represent them, 
the case has not progressed. 
Jennings previously told The 
Sunday Times he would fully 
deny liability. 

Maples and Calder, the 
legal firm representing 
Mullen Jr and Acheson, said it 
did not have “authority” to 
discuss the case. 

When the U2 musician 
bought the original 
Claremont Lodge more than 
25 years ago, it was a modest 
single-storey home. The 
property now has a gym, 
office, games room, 
playroom, several reception 
rooms and six bedrooms.

According to the planning
file for Claremont Lodge, the 
new home was been 
redesigned to use a “passive-
energy house system”. It was 
designed to be airtight, with 
heat recovery through a 
ducted ventilation system 
with 75% efficiency. Solar 
collectors provide “free hot 
water generation”.

According to the plans, the

Mullen’s latest legal action is the fifth High Court case he has brought since 2013

It would take 
advantage 
of views 
overlooking 
Ireland’s Eye
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