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The FAI’s honorary treasurer told the
association’s council that “no significant
issues” had arisen with its finances in
2017, internal documents show. 

The 59-strong council is charged with
electing the FAI’s president and voting on
key issues. The football body has been
plunged into crisis since March, when
The Sunday Times revealed that John
Delaney, as the FAI’s chief executive,
made a personal loan of €100,000 to the
association in April 2017 to cover a cash
shortfall. The transaction was not
declared in the FAI’s annual accounts. 

A record of a presentation given by
Eddie Murray, the body’s honorary trea-
surer, to the FAI council meeting in
August 2017 shows Murray said that the
FAI’s finance committee had met earlier
that year but “no significant issues had
arisen”. The council minutes show “no
questions were raised” with Murray. 

At last month’s Oireachtas hearing,
Delaney revealed that he told Tony
Fitzgerald, then the FAI’s president, and
Michael Cody, then the FAI’s honorary
secretary, about the €100,000 loan and a
subsequent repayment to him in June
2017. Delaney said Eamon Breen, the
FAI’s finance director, knew about the
transactions but the full board had not
been informed. 

Rea Walshe, now the FAI’s interim
chief executive but then its legal officer,
said she was told about the transaction
“in passing”. Murray told the Oireachtas
hearing he did not feel undermined but
he should have been told about it. 

Despite Fitzgerald, Cody, Delaney,
Walshe and Breen all being present at the
August council meeting, and all being
aware of the €100,000 transaction in
some fashion, there was no mention of it
to the FAI’s council. 

Since details of the €100,000 transac-
tion were revealed, the Office of the
Director of Corporate Enforcement
(ODCE) has opened an investigation into
the FAI while Deloitte, the FAI’s auditors,
has made a filing declaring that the FAI is
failing to keep proper books of account.
The FAI has appointed both Grant Thorn-
ton and Mazars to investigate its finances,
while Delaney has been on gardening
leave from his new position of executive
vice-president since April 15. 

The Mazars investigation is also look-
ing into Delaney’s use of his FAI credit
card and €60,000 in payments the FAI
made in the name of Susan Keegan in
2013-14. Keegan, who was Delaney’s girl-
friend at the time, denies receiving any
FAI payment. 

Sport Ireland, which has suspended all
funding to the FAI, has appointed Kosi
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instead of waiting for the FAI’s annual
meeting in July.

There were five lawyers representing
the FAI in the High Court last Thursday as
the ODCE sought permission to view
board and committee minutes over
which the FAI is claiming privilege
because they refer to advice sought or
given by Walshe, a solicitor. 

In an affidavit, Niamh O’Donoghue, an
FAI board member, said the FAI believes
the documents are “not in any way
germane to the director’s inquiries”. She
said the claim of privilege is to “protect
the association’s position as against third
parties, as distinct from the director”. 

One of the documents over which priv-
ilege is claimed refers to an ongoing case
brought by Igor Labuts, a former Athlone
Town goalkeeper, found guilty of match
fixing in 2017. 

The FAI fears the appeal by Labuts to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport could
cost it €250,000 to defend. 

Dana Rosemary Scallon, the 
former Eurovision winner, 
has instructed lawyers to 
apply to have defamation 
actions taken by her sister 
and niece against her struck 
out from the High Court, 
after they failed to comply 
with a court order to lodge 
€150,000 as security for 
ongoing legal costs, writes 
Mark Tighe.

Susan Stein and her 
daughter Susan Gorrell, who 
live in America, have sued 
Dana over comments she 
made during the 2011 
presidential election that 
denied the claims of sexual 
abuse the women had made 
against John Brown, the 
brother of Scallon and Stein. 

Brown was acquitted of 
all charges after a 2014 trial in 
England. Dana and Brown 
lodged more than 20 
defamation actions against 
media organisations that 
reported on the allegations 
and the trial. 

Last year, the Court of 
Appeal ruled that Stein and 
Gorrell must lodge €150,000 
with the High Court if they 
wished to pursue their 
defamation actions against 
Dana over comments she 
made in a TV3 interview. TV3, 
now Virgin Media Television, 
has paid a settlement to Stein 
and Gorrell and apologised to 
them over the interview. 

The Court of Appeal ruled
last year that Dana had a 
bona fide defence to the 
claims of her sister and niece, 
saying that Stein and Gorrell 
had failed to discharge the 

burden of proof in relation to 
their funding. Since the 
ruling, Stein and Gorrell have 
failed to lodge the €150,000, 
which would be used to offset 
some of Dana’s legal costs if 
the defamation action failed. 

Last week, Johnsons 
solicitors, which is 
representing Stein and 
Gorrell, said: “Our clients 
have been desperately 
attempting to raise funds 
to satisfy the security for 
costs order, and continue to 
do so. They are also 
reviewing all legal options 
available to them.”

A family source said Dana
wanted the case struck out 
on the grounds that her 
niece and sister had failed to 
meet the deadline to lodge 
the €150,000.

In November, the Sunday
World settled a Northern Irish
defamation action that Dana 
took against it and apologised 
to the former singer and 
politician. Dana sued over an 
online report that wrongly 
alleged she had given 
evidence at her brother’s trial 
about steps taken to treat 
him. Those claims were 
without any foundation. 

Kevin Winters, a solicitor
representing Dana and 
Brown, said the “next major 
case” for Dana was against 
the Sunday World in the High 
Court in Dublin. Winters said 
Brown had cases coming up, 
including one claiming 
malicious prosecution against 
Independent News & Media 
in Dublin. INM has said it will 
vigorously defend the case. 
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Documents from 2017 show ‘no significant financial issues’ were reported to association’s council
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as he knew every individual 
who attended personally, 
it should be considered a 
private, rather than public, 
service. He noted there was 
nothing at the property or 
elsewhere revealing it was 
home to a priest or religious 
congregation. 

Fingal county council ruled
against the Palmarians. The 
sect subsequently appealed 
to An Bord Pleanala, which 
last week told them that 
planning permission was 
required to operate a church. 
They must now lodge a fresh 
application seeking 
permission to use the house 
as a church. If permission is 
refused, it could threaten the 
future of the sect’s Irish base. 

The sect is funded 
exclusively by donations from 
followers, many of whom 
bequeath their homes to it. 
The Property Price Register 
shows the Lusk property, 
Leaca Ban, sold for €602,500 
in 2016. Set on 3.5 acres with 
sea views, the 1980s-built 
house has six bedrooms and 
320 sq m of living space.
@colincoyle

masses. He argued they did 
not need planning because 
the property was largely used 
as a home for Fr George 
Albrecht and only part of the 
house had been turned into 
an oratory. He added that 
Albrecht used the chapel on a 
daily basis only for a “small 
number of his congregation 
to whom he provides pastoral 
care for low-profile religious 
worship activities”. 

He said that Albrecht did 
say mass for a larger group of 
people on Sundays but that 

ostracised by acolytes of the 
sect on RTE’s Liveline in 2015. 
In November of that year the 
body of Bridget Crosbie, an 
84-year-old follower of the 
religion, was found in the 
bedroom of her home in 
Wexford. She has been dead 
for at least two months. Her 
family claim she severed ties 
with them after joining the 
church in the late 1970s. 

A planning consultant 
hired by the Palmarians last 
year defended their use of the 
house in Lusk for occasional 

‘Origin cult’ faces ban on mass
Irish members of the 
Palmarian church, a splinter 
Catholic sect that has been 
described as a cult, have been 
told to stop holding masses in 
a €600,000 house they 
bought in Lusk, Co Dublin, 
three years ago. 

The secretive sect, which
discourages members from 
engaging with non-followers, 
was served with enforcement 
proceedings by Fingal county 
council last August after the 
local authority discovered it 
was using the detached 
property to host masses 
without planning permission.

In planning documents, 
one of the owners of the 
property is listed as Joseph 
Odermatt — the Spanish-
based leader of the sect, 
whom Palmarians refer to as 
Pope Peter III. 

The organisation, believed
to have about 300 followers 
in Ireland, is the subject of 
novelist Dan Brown’s latest 
conspiracy thriller, Origin. 
Several family members of 
followers discussed being 

Colin Coyle 

The Co Dublin house is owned by sect leader ’Pope Peter III’

Robert Smyth, head of 
fraud investigation at Aviva, 
said the company would 
continue to “robustly defend 
spurious claims” irrespective 
of the identity of the 
claimant. 

“Our decision to appeal his
€38,000 Circuit Court award, 
despite the additional legal 
costs incurred, has been fully 
vindicated. Having regard to 
the evidence, the withdrawal 
of the claim was very much 
welcomed but not a 
surprise,” said Smyth. 

Freeman said he had spent
six years worrying about the 
case but felt he had been fully 
vindicated. “I was fearful that 
a settlement would be 
reached and that my 
insurance premium would 
rise,” he said. 

Brown said he was unable
to comment for legal reasons.
@JohnMooneyST

gradual halt after a ball joint 
failed.

Brown offered to repay 
€15,000 of the payout when 
he was cross-examined in the 
High Court in March, after 
admitting he had taken a 
photograph of the taxi and 
visited a solicitor within a 
week of the accident.

In evidence, Brown also 
admitted he had failed to 
disclose that he previously 
received €9,500 from a 
personal injuries action. The 
court was told the previous 
case came to light only when 
his medical notes were 
examined by investigators.

He agreed to repay 
€15,000 and cover his legal 
costs after the case adjourned 
for a break. It is understood 
the compensation has been
repaid to Aviva. Brown has 
left the company and now 
works in the financial sector.

An IT consultant who worked 
for Aviva agreed to repay 
€15,000 he received in 
compensation for whiplash 
injuries sustained while 
travelling to work in a taxi in 
2013, after the insurance 
company took a High Court 
action against him. 

The money was repaid by
Martin Brown, from Malahide 
in north Dublin, who 
successfully sued taxi driver 
Paul Freeman, who was 
insured by Aviva, in the Circuit 
Court last year. Brown agreed 
to repay €15,000, which he 
had received as part of an 
interim payment, after he 
was cross-examined about his 
injuries in the High Court and 
agreed to withdraw his claim.

In the original trial before
the Dublin Circuit Court, 
Brown said he was thrown 

forward when a taxi driven by 
Paul Freeman came to a 
sudden stop on City Quay, 
although he was wearing a 
seatbelt and had walked the 
rest of the way to work. 

Brown had said the effects
of the incident hit him when 
he got into his office and he 
had suffered pain and 
stiffness in his neck and 
shoulders. Freeman told the 
court his vehicle came to a 
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Aviva: ‘fully vindicated’

Corporation, a Northern Ireland firm of
accountants, to probe the football body’s
accounts. Last night the FAI revealed that
a delegation from the association, includ-
ing president Donal Conway and Walshe,
met Uefa president Aleksander Ceferin in
Switzerland on Monday where they
discussed “corporate governance”. They
will meet Fifa this week in Dublin.

The FAI council will meet onWednes-
day for the first time since Delaney
stepped aside as chief executive. Mem-
bers are expected to be told about how
the FAI’s finances are under serious pres-
sure, partly because of the ongoing crisis.

Internal records show the FAI took in
“disappointing” match receipts from
internationals against Northern Ireland,
Wales and Denmark last year due to poor
ticket sales. 

The Leinster Senior Football League
will push for Paul Cooke, a chartered
accountant, to be appointed as the FAI’s
honorary treasurer on Wednesday

Employee repaid compensation to Aviva


